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At this time of year we think of the heroic fighters of Peru and the 3 mineworker leaders Pedro Condori, Claudio Boza and Eloy Poma, who are still in the hated fujimorist regime's jails, we think of Mumia and many others who are in Obama's death row cells, of the many political prisoners on death row in China, of the thousands of Palestinian political prisoners in the Zionist cells as well as in the prison cells of the imperialist puppet Mahmud Abass, of the many prisoners in the secret CIA prisons around the world, of the 160+ political prisoners in Greece, of the leadership of the Abahlali who are still in prison although framed by the ANC, of the community in Matafeni who still live in fear in the shadows of the Mbombela 2010 socer stadium, where their schools (still not rebuilt) once stood, and of all the prisoners of capitalism around the world, whose only crime was to lead the resistance against capitalist barbarism.
While the world’s bourgeois media blares endlessly on about Christmas carols and the ‘season of giving’, the paid hirelings of finance capital are debating the best mechanisms to ‘strangle the baby in the crib’. In the journal, Current History (January 2008), bourgeois analyst Christopher Layne, describes the strategy of ‘strangling the baby in the crib’ in the following terms: ‘ anticipatory violence as an instrument for maintaining American primacy’ and ‘for a declining hegemon…by attacking a rising challenger preventively’.  Layne is discussing the best ways for US imperialism to maintain control over Chinese capitalism. He argues that US imperialism can best maintain control through the bloody dictatorship of the Chinese Communist party. In the event of a war between Taiwan and China, Taiwan should be sacrificed, he says; in the event of war between China and Japan, US imperialism should stand on the sidelines; in the event of any conflict in east Asia, let India, Russia, China and Japan fight it out, he says. If the US tries openly to be the hegemon, they will be defeated; rather maintain control indirectly and use all the mechanisms at their disposal to achieve the same goal. Layne argues for a limiting of high technology transfer and for steps to reduce the trade deficit- in other words, create the mechanism for greater dumping of consumer goods from the US in China (a process which is currently underway). 

The balance sheets of the Chinese government and all the companies are known to US imperialism as the top 3 banks (Industrial and Commercial bank of China, China Construction bank and Bank of China) are all listed on the Hong Kong Stock exchange and have cross directorship with JP Morgan Chase, Citibank and the Bank of America. In the case of the bank of China, an ex governor of the Reserve bank of England sits on their board. US imperialism maintains control over the Chinese working class through the Chinese banks with the Chinese government as the frontmen. The largest bank in the world, the Industrial and Commercial bank of China has its strategy ‘to follow and serve the multinational companies’.  It is implied that US imperialism will only intervene in China to assist in the brutal suppression of the working class, should the bureaucracy prove inadequate. 

The post 1945 imperialist boom was on the back of bloody repression in the colonies and semi-colonies; the 1968-1973 revolt from the world working class forced imperialism to seek other avenues, such as the massive hike in oil price to rescue their falling profits; 1989 saw the restoration of capitalism in Eastern Europe, the ex-soviet Union and China, based on massive defeats of the working class; the dot com bubble of 1997-2001 saw the strangling of the US worker and lower middle class by imperialism raiding their pensions and savings; the period from 2001 up to now, with the housing bubble and the speculative increases in food and commodity prices saw fictitious capital of over USD 400 trillion being ‘created’. Food and goods have been bought up of the next few generations. To increase the rate of profit, imperialism has to increase the rate of exploitation, increase food prices, increase commodity prices. All this requires an unprecedented attack on the gains of the world working class. 

About a year ago, the ILO (International Labour Organization) prepared the way for the massive dismissal of 50 million workers. This alliance of governments, imperialists and union leaders paved the way for an alliance on local level of all the world’s trade union leaders with the capitalists and all the false left of the world, to allow 70 million workers to be sacked, without a fight. More than 1 billion more people were pushed into starvation. Imperialism knew that for them to strangle the ‘baby’, it is best to get someone close to the ‘baby’ to do the dirty work (the trade union leaders and reformist ‘left’). Within the space of only 1 year, imperialism has increased their annual profits by over USD 1 trillion. Now the sickness, of more retrenchments and cuts in pay is being spread by these same trade union leaders and semi-colonial governments. False multi-billion dollar ‘infrastructure’ projects in roads, railways, airports, stadiums and electricity are mushrooming everywhere as means to assist the bailout of finance capital. Similarly National health insurance scams are being openly promoted as a means of bailing out finance capital who control the health sector by thousands of threads. US imperialism used mass –produced ‘Chinese’ goods to cut through the world as a means to increase the world rate of exploitation. But even with all these mechanisms, imperialism will not even come close to the USD 400 trillion of fictitious capital. Rather than take a cut in profits, imperialism is preparing to dump the world into war. Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan have been in a permanent state of war since 2001. Already 6 million people have been killed in the ongoing imperialist wars in the DRC since 1996. After the 1994 massacres in Rwanda, US imperialism gained hegemony in the country and US military commanders have been on the ground overseeing the wars for minerals in the DRC. SA troops have been guarding Anglo American mining operations in the DRC. Where the US imperialism cannot openly send arms to its lackey regimes, it uses China to send weapons (such as the weapons sent to Zimbabwe a few months ago). 

Imperialism strangles the baby in the Middle East through Israel and the puppet Arab regimes; Imperialism strangles the baby in Africa through the denial of technology and maintaining the continent as a reserve of cheap labour and exporter of primary raw materials, and of assembled goods; In Latin America, Obama launched the coup in Honduras and the setting up of 7 military bases in Colombia as the next steps to strangle the baby. 

Bourgeois apologists and fake lefts have been launching the red herring of a Chinese imperialist danger. This has had the effect of disarming the US working class about who is really responsible for the wave of mass retrenchments and wage cuts- the popular myth is that it is ‘China’ that is the cause of this misery, whereas in reality it has been the gangsters of Wall street. This is how finance capital, with the assistance of the ‘left’ is killing the US ‘baby’., how they are strangling the US working class. 

The Palestinian ‘baby’ is being strangled by the Stalinists and reformists of the world through publicity stunts like the march of activists to the border gate at Gaza, instead of using proletarian methods like mobilizing a million Egyptian workers to march to the border with Gaza, to tear it down, instead of organising strikes at the diamond and coal mines in South Africa to cut the lifeline to fascist Israel; the main proponents of the march to the gates of Gaza by 1400 ‘activists’ are the very ones who support a Bantustan for Palestinians (a 2 state-‘solution’). 

For imperialism to strangle the baby in SA, they know that they cannot only rely on the Cosatu and SACP leaders, they know there is a growing crisis of legitimacy of the regime, only temporarily set aside by the ‘polokwane’ regime; they need absolute control of the military; that is why they want to smash any form of unionisation of the army; the offer of a 65% increase to the lowest ranked soldiers must be seen in this context. At a time when the unions and government unilaterally decreased the public sector wage increase from 8% to 7% for 2010, this offer must be seen as the first attempt to weaken the military unions. Imperialism hopes soldiers will resign from the unions as the puppet Military Commission could be seen as a more effective body than the union. A deeper study of the increases shows that imperialism still places their loyalty with the capitalist generals. The generals received a 22% increase in January 2009 while the soldiers did not receive a cent. The lowest ranking general had an annual package of R400 000. The January 22% and the current 2% increase, means that the lowest paid general now earns R500 000 (about the same as Vavi, the Cosatu general secretary). This means that the lowest increase in Rand terms of the lowest ranking general was about R7520 per month. The lowest ranking soldier earned R48 879 per annum. With an increase of 65%, this brings the annual package to R80 650, or a monthly salary of R6200. Thus the increase of the lowest paid general is more than the total monthly salary of the lowest paid soldier, after the 65% increase is added. And if the increase is not backdated, what the increase amounts to is a 30% increase per annum, which was the demand that the unions put forward in the first place. Thus under the cover of a Military Commission, the government has been forced by the unity of the soldiers and of their unity with the working class organised in Cosatu, to concede to their demands. A powerful argument for strengthening the unions. 

The entire working class should take the example of the soldiers and unite, unemployed, with employed and soldiers, for all our demands for housing, food, work, for land. 

Last year, while the working class in Greece were on the march, unknown to the rest of the world, the Chinese working class were on the march; for each of the first 3 months of 2009 there were 20 000 strikes, protests and road blockades; the imperialist press suppressed knowledge of this uprising. Millions of Chinese workers were dismissed, today over 800 million live in absolute poverty; the uprising has not been completely smashed but imperialism is still very much in control; S&P and Moody’s give the top Chinese banks A-ratings for stability of their foreign long term deposits. 

Today, once more the working class in Greece and Europe stirs; the workers of Madagascar and Guadaloupe are not defeated; the revolutionary risings start to move from the extremities to the main centres. Today’s crisis can be reduced to the crisis of revolutionary leadership, both the absence of a revolutionary leadership and the presence of a counter-revolutionary weight around the necks of the working class.

As imperialism prepares all their forces, the coupist regimes, the bolivarians, the trade union leaders, the popular front regimes, the fake left, the Stalinists to attack the world working class anew in 2010, let us not allow them to once again ‘strangle the baby’, let us uniting the working class in revolutionary action and around a revolutionary programme; let us unite the working class fighters in a revolutionary International, we need a new Kienthal and Zimmerwald conference to unite the revolutionaries and to disperse the forces of counter-revolution, such is the call of the International Leninist Trotskyist Fraction. 
