The imperialist ‘road map to peace in the Middle East’

The US-imperialist ‘roadmap’ to ‘peace’ in the Middle East is nothing else but a plan to break the resistance, the Intifada, and to impose a puppet regime in a Palestinian bantustan. The Intifada represents the unwillingness of the Palestinian masses to accept the old relations, namely imperialist capitalist control through the brutal Zionist regime. The US roadmap represents an attempt by imperialism to find a new form of control over the Palestinian masses.

Background to the roadmap

The first Intifada [1987-1993] gave rise to negotiations which led to a set of agreements, chief being the Oslo accord, which gave rise to a limited Palestinian state structure being set up in return for ending the resistance. The Oslo agreements never led to fundamental changes in the lives of the Palestinian people: the refugee question and the right of return were not solved; a Palestinian state and an end to Zionist atrocities were not achieved; a real improvement in the socio-economic position of the Palestinians was not achieved. A few Palestinian businesses and elite benefited. 

Not surprising, therefore in September 2000, when Sharon visited the Al Aqsa mosque and provoked a response from the Palestinians, in which a number of them were massacred, the second uprising, intifada, started. This time, the number of Zionist casualties were much higher and deep divisions started to appear in the ranks of the Jewish population. The was an increasing number of Jewish youth who refused to be conscripted for service in the West Bank and Gaza areas; recently 27 Israeli pilots refused to fly missions into the West Bank and Gaza, citing their objection to act against targets where civilians could be killed- this marks a significant split in the Zionist armed forces; there were increasing number of Jews who were voicing opposition to the Zionist aggression against the Palestinians. In other words the possibility of real working class unity against Zionism, Arab nationalism and imperialism was developing. 

It is against this background that US imperialism has intervened with its so-called roadmap. Capitalists use any method to divide their mortal opposition, the working class. In this case, imperialism fans the flames of Zionism and Arab nationalism in order to keep the working class in the Middle East divided. 

The essence of the US ‘roadmap’

The ‘roadmap’ originated from a speech of George Bush on the 24th June 2002. Since then 3 other groups have endorsed this US plan, namely, the UN, the EU and Russia. In other words, the major imperialist groups in the world support the proposal by US imperialism to keep the working class in the Middle East divided, as they will all benefit from this.

The first phase

The first phase was supposed to have been completed by May 2003. The fact that it has yet to be completed is a testimony to the fighting spirit of the Palestinian people.

In this phase the resistance groups are to be disarmed, with a retrained Palestinian security apparatus to be set up. This is to be trained by imperialism and embark on joint ‘security’ operations with Israeli forces. This is part of the process of setting up a capitalist Palestinian state structure. An interim constitution is to be drafted based on capitalist principles [much like the Codesa principles in South Africa]. In essence this is to ensure that imperialist rule continues and that the Palestinian state apparatus plays this class role. A first round of elections is to be held to give legitimacy to a new puppet regime. Irrespective of good intentions of individuals, or groups, whoever participates in the new government will be a participant in the enslavement of the Palestinian people on behalf of imperialism, under the guise of a ‘democratic’ state.

Imperialism will use its influence through funding of Palestinian NGO’s in support of its plans. Arab governments and other agencies are supposed to stop funding of independent groups and will channel funds through the recognised Palestinian authority – a further means of imperialism controlling the process. 

Further settlement activity in the West Bank and Gaza are supposed to be frozen, with outposts erected since March 2001 to be dismantled. Areas occupied by the Israeli army since 28th Sept 2000 will be gradually evacuated.

Imperialism, through the so-called quartet, from the US, UN, EU and Russia, will determine if the first phase has made sufficient progress in order to proceed to the next phase. 

The second phase [originally set for June 2003- December 2003]

In this phase the focus is on setting up state structures in terms of a new Constitution based on provisional borders. This capitalist Constitution will be finalised in this phase. The consolidation of powers within the hands of a new Prime minister is part of this phase. This is part of the process of destroying the resistance and incorporating leaders and groups into the capitalist state apparatus of a new Palestinian Bantustan. They hope that resistance movements will transform themselves into capitalist parties. Whatever remnants of resistance there may be, is scheduled to be crushed through joint operations of the Palestinian state and Israeli forces, if not by the Palestinian state forces on their own. 

An international conference, hosted by the Quartet will set the scene for how the new Palestinian state will look like. At this stage, Syria and Lebanon officials will be involved. There is a vague offer of “Aid” from imperialism [from their track record this is scheduled to remain a paper promise]. 

If need be, they will have a second round of elections in terms of a final Constitution. In other words, if imperialism is not completely satisfied with the new Palestinian leadership, another election will take place to try to ‘rectify’ this. Imperialism may send forces to enforce their plans.

A carrot of possible UN membership for the new Palestinian Bantustan will be offered. In other words, all the previous struggles and resolutions on historic Palestine will be scrapped and the official bourgeois view will be in terms of the new Palestinian Bantustan.

Phase 3 [originally set for 2004-2005]

Again progress into this phase depends on the Quartet [imperialism].The new Bantustan structures are consolidated and if there is any remnant of resistance or opposition to it, it will be crushed. A second international conference [originally set for the start of 2004] will be hosted by the imperialist Quartet, to confirm the provisional borders and to set the negotiations process in motion for final borders. Only at this stage is the question of the refugees and Jerusalem to be ‘addressed’. With a more openly pro-imperialist leadership at the head of the Palestinians and the resistance disarmed, the scene will be set for the massive sellout of the Palestinian right of return and of the borders. The map only speaks of the end of the occupation of areas occupied since the 1967 war and not of the land grabs by Zionism since 1947.

Reality versus the roadmap

The Zionist regime immediately lodged 14 objections to this plan. All these were agreed to by the US regime. The US roadmap clearly shows that under the current decay of imperialist rule, full bourgeois democracy cannot be granted without the capitalist relations themselves being challenged. At the same time this shows that the only force that is capable of meeting the democratic aspirations of the Palestinian masses, is the working class in power – the middle class and the bourgeoisie are unable to meet even the most basic of democratic demands, such as the right of return to the original place of residence of all Palestinians. The struggle in Palestine may start with the democratic aspirations of the masses, but it is inextricably linked with the struggle for Socialism.

Against the background of the imperialist roadmap we can now understand more clearly what is happening in Palestine.  

It was US imperialism and the Zionist leadership who demanded that the PLO choose Abu Mazen [also known as Mahmoud Abbass] as the prime minister. Even for imperialism, Arafat is not accommodating enough. Abu Mazen was not elected by the people of Palestine and he is known for his strong opposition to the Intifada. Arafat has his support base among a big section of the resistance and cannot openly act against the resistance groups. Thus the demand by imperialism for ‘regime change’. 

The building of the apartheid wall around the West Bank, which is taking over huge tracts of Palestinian farmlands, is part of the Zionist land grab to strengthen their position to when ‘negotiating’ the final borders of what is set to be a patchwork of Palestinian land. The main purpose of this strategy is to divide and break the Palestinian resistance. 

This brings us to the question of the solving of the Palestinian question: Imperialism benefits out of the division among the working classes of the Middle East. The solution is a Socialist federation of workers’ states in the Middle East. The Jewish working class, the Palestinian, the Arab working classes are all exploited by the same common enemy – imperialism. On the land of historic Palestine, there should be a united Arab-Jewish workers’ state. The exact formulation of which can only be determined by a revolutionary council comprising organizations from the Arab, and Jewish working classes. Besides our previous articles on the Palestinian question we refer the readers to the work of Jews for Justice in the Middle East. [The origin of the Palestine-Israel conflict] This is also found on their website www.cactus48.com . In this work they expose the myth that Jews have any exclusive historical claim to Israel. They also show that all the refugees can be resettled on their original land, be it on the West bank, Gaza, or what is today Israel.  Although we differ in conclusions, their exposure lifts the lid on many myths on Israel. 

The Arab nationalist resistance forces are unwittingly driving the Jewish working classes into the arms of Zionist reaction, through an indiscriminate policy of suicide bombings that also target civilians. This plays into the hands of imperialism and suits the Arab and Palestinian nationalist leadership who want to bargain away the rights of the Palestinians in return for a few pieces of silver. The suicide bombers are used as a pressure mechanism for the elite among the Palestinians to strengthen their bargaining position at the negotiating table. Any military campaign should be directed at the repressive forces of the Israeli state but should be part of a multi-faceted fight against Zionism and imperialism. There should be a revolutionary programme that starts with the democratic aspirations of the Palestinian masses and the Jewish masses, that includes transitional demands and that shows that the struggle for Socialism is inextricably tied up with these. There should be propaganda made among the Jewish workers, including those in the armed forces, that their destiny lies in uniting with the Palestinian people.  This will sharpen the current dissatisfaction among the Jewish working class and start to lay the basis for united resistance to imperialism and their Zionist henchmen. Already the Israeli state is cutting back on social services and it will be foolhardy to abandon this anti-state sentiment to isolation. The Jewish working class and the Palestinian people have a common interest in opposing the repressive Israeli state – as difficult as this task is. 

Down with the US roadmap for the Middle East!

Forward to Arab-Jewish working class unity!

Unite with the Jewish working class to strengthen the Intifada against imperialism and the Zionist state!

Forward to a united Arab-Jewish workers’ state on the land of historic Palestine!

Forward to the building of revolutionary working class parties in all parts of the Middle East as part of the rebuilding of the Fourth International!

Forward to a Socialist Federation of workers states in the Middle East!

