MDC leaders divert the working class in Zimbabwe from seizing power
A Revolutionary situation exists in Zimbabwe

In the run-up to the 27th June 2008 presidential elections, a revolutionary situation has prevailed in Zimbabwe. The ruling class split, as represented by the open support of imperialism for the MDC while there is the lack of any significant action by them against the Zanu-PF. Indeed imperialism always backs several horses so that they may have unbroken control, irrespective of which bourgeois party is in government. The middle class is split as a section are for the MDC, while others support the Zanu-PF. Significantly, one of the military heads of Zanu-PF has fled to South Africa, reporting that 75% of the armed forces are against Mugabe. In other words, in the case of a working class uprising, the armed forces would go over to the side of the masses in revolt. In short, a revolutionary situation exists in Zimbabwe. The only factor missing is a revolutionary working class party that could direct the uprising. 
The rising industrialization of Africa brings the working class onto the central stage
The Africa of 2008 is significantly different from the period immediately after the wave of ‘independence’. The spread of bourgeois democracy is a reflection of the growth of the working class and the need by imperialism to seek new ways to control the masses. At the same time the limits of capitalist democracy in the current period, namely that classic capitalist demands cannot be met, such as housing for all, jobs for all, radical redistribution of the land, etc. Capitalism grew up in Africa on the back of the suppression of the local middle class and on the basis of extremes of exploitation. The granting of any of these democratic demands in any significant way means the undermining of the stranglehold of the imperialist monopolies. The period of ‘February’ revolutions (where the local middle and capitalist classes come to power on the backs of the working class and poor peasantry- the so-called national liberation struggles) is decisively over.  Every single one of the so-called national liberation movements has acted as the agent of monopoly capital and acted to hold back the struggle for democratic demands. Every single country in Africa requires an ‘October’ revolution. In other words, what is required is for the working class to seize power as the only means of guaranteeing full democratic demands and opening up a period towards Socialist transformation. Such is the situation in Zimbabwe today.

Imperialism moves to divert the Zimbabwean masses from taking power
Imperialism works with dictatorial regimes such as the military dictatorship in Pakistan, etc. Thus they, despite the rhetoric from Mugabe, are quite happy to work with Zanu-PF, who have been implementing their plans for many years. Standard Bank, Anglo-American, AECI, Aveng, Bell Equipment, Bidvest, Distell, Grinrod, Implats, Massmart, Mutual & Federal, Nampak, Nedbank, SAB, Shoprite, Pick ‘n Pay, Tongaat Hulett, etc all operate in Zimbabwe and have made huge profits even while the masses have been impoverished through rampant inflation over the past few years in Zimbabwe. For monopoly capital, Zimbabwe has been an investor’s paradise. This is the real reason behind Mbeki’s so called ‘quiet diplomacy’, as he is the agent of the monopoly capital that operates in South Africa and indeed Southern Africa. Mbeki was/is merely representing capitalist interests that was quite happy with a Zanu-PF regime and saw no reason to fear from an ‘opposition’ that was too weak to really challenge the exploitative relations in Zimbabwe. That the ANC is now supporting a government of ‘national unity’ is a reflection that imperialism is in danger of losing control and their boss boys are now being instructed to take measures that will see monopoly capital continue to rule.
What has changed since the late 1990’s is that Zanu-PF has no longer been able to control the masses. This has, through the reformist leadership of Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions, ZCTU, led to the emergence of the MDC [Movement for Democratic Change]. The MDC has always been a multi-class formation where the middle class has been in leadership. True to the nature of the middle class, the leadership have been on visits to the imperialist centres to reassure big capital that nothing fundamental will change if the MDC comes into government. Imperialism, therefore, has no problem if the MDC was the sole victor in the parliamentary elections or even the presidential run-off elections. But the electoral fraud and attacks by the Zanu-PF regime could only be countered effectively by the organised mass action of the Zimbabwean working class. It is this mobilised base of the working class, which at the moment largely supports the MDC, that imperialism fears. The masses may push the MDC further than the leadership want to go. What imperialism fears most is if the masses in Zimbabwe seize power, outside and against the current state apparatus. This is the first time in the history of Africa that the working class stands poised to take power and imperialism is trying at all costs to divert and subvert the revolution. They have directed the MDC to withdraw from the elections and have pushed for negotiations for a government of national unity. At all costs the MDC have been told not to mobilise the masses against the Mugabe regime. Indeed, true to the nature of the middle class, the leadership of the MDC did not organise their support base, the urban working class, to resist the attacks by the state, they abandoned their worker base to the thuggery of the Mugabe regime, allowing the few resistance organizations to be dispersed and weakening the possibility of organised mass revolutionary uprising. 
Imperialism was not only concerned about developments in Zimbabwe but the example of a workers’ uprising, even a failed one, would send a signal to the rest of the working class in Africa and indeed to the workers of the world. 

All the MDC leadership did was to sit back and ask the AU and SADC to intervene. This is in effect asking other puppets of imperialism to defend the interests of the masses of Zimbabwe. These puppet governments will only intervene for a ‘government of national unity’ if the resistance of the masses has not been completely broken. 

The capitalist media, like CNN, capitalist agents like Bishop Tutu and organizations like the TAC are discussing and calling for military intervention by the UN or AU. This is preparing the way for imperialism to invade Zimbabwe, not to defend the working class but actually to suppress any working class uprising and to act in defence of imperialist interests. 

The betrayal by the MDC of the revolution in Zimbabwe is the biggest betrayal of the masses on the African continent in recent history. 

What is needed if for workers’ committees to be set up around a programme of democratic and transitional demands such as defending the right to vote; housing for all; jobs for all; an end to price increases; a living wage for all, which increases if prices increases; nationalisation of all the land; expropriation of all imperialist banks and assets; credit and assistance to the small farmers and setting up of farm worker collectives on all large-scale commercial farms, etc. Working class organizations should continue to mobilise around these demands in the next period, while opposing any government of national unity or transitional government or a Zanu-PF government. The workers’ committees should be based on the right of instant recall of representatives.  We counter-pose the working class committees to the ‘summit of leaders’ of civil society that the ISOZ (International Socialist Organization Zimbabwe) is calling for. The ISOZ has made the critical error of not only giving credibility to the MDC, but of depending on the middle class rather than the working class in Zimbabwe. It is important for the ISOZ to draw the necessary lessons and to develop a truly independent working class line. 
There are many lessons for the working class the world over, to be learnt from how a trade union leadership can form a MDC-type of movement that will assist imperialist interests in their time of crisis. There are signs that the Cosatu leadership are also considering this option. 
FORWARD TO A REVOLUTIONARY WORKING CLASS PARTY IN ZIMBABWE AS PART OF THE PROCESS OF REBUILDING THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL!
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