
We call on the working class to defend the Somali Traders and workers from the xenophobic threats by the Zanokhanyo Retailers Association. Although the threats appear to have been changed it is still necessary to highlight certain important points:

THE BIG CAPITALISTS ARE THE MAIN CAUSE OF HIGH PRICES

We need to unite against the main enemy, the capitalist class. The big capitalist companies like Tiger Brands, Parmalat, Dairybelle, Pick ‘n Pay, Spar, Shoprite and Woolworths, are responsible for massively high food prices, for pushing us all into starvation. There is proof that bread and milk prices were unfairly raised since at least 1994, yet the big retailers have done nothing, except pass on these high prices to us. These same companies have spread across Africa, where they are also profiteering from the hunger of our fellow brothers and sisters. 

The only reason that the Somali trader is able to compete with Shoprite, Spar, Pick ‘n Pay and Woolworths is that these big retailers are massively inflating their prices and are used to making huge profits from food. Why else have the Somali shops spread so quickly? (the Somali trader is prepared to operate with only a small mark up). Now even the big, food suppliers are starting to clamp down on the discount for bulk buying that the Somali traders are using. Many of the Nafcoc members and traders in Khayelitsha are ANC members. The Freedom Charter has promised them a place in the sun for profiteering. The problem is that the Freedom Charter also promises the bosses of the big companies, like Shoprite that they can also profiteer.

WE NEED TO UNITE AGAINST THE BIG RETAILERS

The very existence of Shoprite and Pick ‘n Pay means that the small trader will get squeezed out and will be pushed into starvation. The Zanokhanyo traders threaten the Somali trader but do nothing about the main culprits, Shoprite and the other big retailers. A destruction of the Somali traders will not benefit the members of Zanokhanyo as many of them will still be starving; all that will happen will be that more of the working class will go to buy from Shoprite and other big retailers. Whether they realize it or not the only ones to gain from attacks against the Somali traders will be the big retailers. What the Zanokhanyo retailers should do, is work together with the Somali Association, with all the experience and connections that they have, to buy in bulk and to pass on the benefits of low prices on to their customers (the working class). This would help to force the big retailers to reduce their food prices. 

WE MUST SUPPORT THE STRUGGLES OF THE WORKING CLASS

The Zanokhanyo and Somali Associations should support the struggles of the working class against high prices and against exploitation of retail workers: 

A demand and ultimatum should be directed to Shoprite, Woolworths, Spar and Pick ‘n Pay to immediately reduce the prices of bread, milk, maize and other basic foodstuff by half. Expropriate the food sector, including the big retailers and place them under workers control! Support the struggles of the retail workers against casualization, low wages and lack of union rights! 

DEFEND THE SOMALI TRADER AND WORKER! DOWN WITH HIGH PRICES! SUPPORT THE RETAIL WORKERS STRUGGLES! DOWN WITH XENOPHOBIA!

Workers International Vanguard League, Action Forum Against High prices, Frontline Africa 

EXPROPRIATE SHOPRITE, WOOLWORTHS, SPAR, PICK ‘N PAY !


DOWN WITH XENOPHOBIA!
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