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An overview on why the coup attempt of the 15th July 2016 in 
Turkey; opposing the invasion of Syria by Erdogan’s generals 
 
1. Imperialism capitalist cannot tolerate a situation of prolonged disequilibrium in any state; this is because the 
prolonged disequilibrium could spread to the neighbouring capitalist regimes or indeed to any other part of the 
world; this is especially true as all the capitalist regimes worldwide are facing a crisis of legitimacy and are 
under greater threat than any time in the recent past; thus it appears that US imperialism is preparing to 
formally back Assad directly;The UN envoy to Syria, Staffan Mistura, confirmed as much in an interview on Sat 
24th Sept where he stated that they had learnt from their mistakes in Libya when they disbanded the Libyan 
army, in Syria, they agree that the army must be maintained. As Assad is the head of the army, this implies 
that they now openly agree that Assad should remain. [In  other words, they realise that they should have 
supported Gaddafi to remain in power and have drowned the revolution in blood;]  
2. This is why imperialism instructed the Erdogan regime to mend ties with Russia and with Israel; imperialism 
was preparing for an open alliance with Russia against the Syrian masses; These very steps placed Erdogan 
himself under increasing isolation from his own base; imperialism needed a new means of control before the 
masses went into open and active opposition to the regime;  
3. The problem is that there are at least 3 million Syrians in Turkey as well as a sizeable base in the working 
class that is sympathetic to the Syrian masses and who is hostile to Assad;  
4. the base of the AKP is partly, the more backward worker and the problem imperialism had is that in order to 
crush resistance to its plan to re-impose Assad, it needs an open dictatorship; Erdogan, by nature of his 
support base, was forced to pose anti-Israel  and anti-Assad, even though the regime is in reality pro-israel and 
pro-Assad; 
5. Imperialism thought that they could do the same in Turkey what they had done there in the past and as what 
they did in Egypt and that the masses would passively accept another coup. imperialism failed to draw the 
lesson that in Egypt, very rapidly the masses rejected the coup and this was reflected in the less than 10% 
turnout in the recent elections; Egypt has lost its equilibrium and the state is once again under continuous 
threat from the masses;We remember that in certain voting stations there were only 2 votes and voting had to 
be extended by a day, in order to shore up some sort of legitimacy for Sisi. imperialism had not drawn the 
lesson from imposing a dictator in Egypt; they thought they could continue the history of coups in Turkey; they 
miscalculated and were defeated by the masses; Imperialism pulled back as they were facing a possibility of a 
split in the army, with another Libya-type split and armed masses and soldiers; this would have immeasurably 
strengthened the masses in Syria as there would now be an armed force that could openly support them 
(Turkey has the biggest army in Europe). 
6. Imperialism plans to partition the north of Syria and part of the South of Turkey to use the Kurdistan regional 
govt (which is allied to israel) as its new means to divide the Syrian and Turkish masses and regain control of 
the region, while at the same time re-installing Assad.  
7. This is in line with a trend that we see that imperialism is trying to generalise, namely, increasing fascist 
methods; 
8. What imperialism did not calculate on, was the refusal of the masses and the rank and file soldier to accept 
the coup (part of the army is based on conscripts and thus closer to a proletarian base than a professional 
army). 
9. The defeat of the coup was thus a massive defeat for imperialism and opens up the possibility of greater 
support for the Syrian resistance from the Turkish masses, this time on a much higher level;  
 

Thus, the call should be for workers and soldiers committees, direct elected leaders in the army, subject to 
instant recall; expulsion of the Nato bases; cutting of ties with Israel; cutting of ties with Russia; direct support 
for the Syrian resistance, by all means necessary; down with Isis, al Nusrah and the Fsa leaders; unity of the 
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Turkish and Syrian masses; for a workers' government in Turkey and Syria, for the right of self-determination 
of the Kurdish masses;  
 

On the Turkish army invasion in northern Syria 
 
Erdogan knows full well that US imperialism was behind the attempted coup against him. If the coup had 
succeeded it was likely that the army generals would have had him and his family locked up, tortured 
and  killed. Over 200 of the poor and lower middle class gave their lives to defeat the coup.  
 
Despite all of this, Erdogan continues to turn his back on the masses by continuing his austerity policies 
against them; at the same time, instead of shutting down the US military bases and expelling the entire 
imperialist armed forces from Turkey, he not only takes no action against them, he orders a military invasion of 
northern Syria, in support of the very imperialism that tried to kill him. The planes that were used in the 
attempted coup, took off from the US military bases.  
 
The important lesson here is the spineless and subservient nature of the upper middle class. They are total 
slaves of monopoly capital, imperialism.  
 
Erdogan knows who his real boss is, US imperialism, not the Turkish masses.  
 
Erdogan’s army, together with about 5000 fighters of the FSA (Free Syrian Army) invaded northern Syria and 
pushed towards the Kurdish region. The aim was 3 fold: first it was to draw FSA soldiers away from the areas 
that Assad and the Russians had besieged, so that the resistance would be weakened; secondly it was to help 
impose an obstacle to prevent the progressive sections of the Kurdish masses from joining up with the rest of 
the Syrian revolutionary masses; in this way the Turkish regime helped to save the Assad regime and at the 
same time, weaken the resistance to the regime. Thirdly, the state of war in Turkey made it even more difficult 
for the masses to rise up and oppose the rule of Erdogan and US imperialism; it created the necessary terror 
among the masses and Syrian refugees to enable imperialism and their forces to go ahead with their plans of 
extermination of the resistance to the Assad regime.  
 
This was the backdrop against which the so called peace deal between US imperialism and the Russian mafia 
state was made.  
 
We call on the Turkish masses, together with the Syrian refugees to set up joint committees of struggle, to shut 
down the US military bases, to expel the US army from Turkey and from Syria; to take all measures, breaking 
from the control of Erdogan’s generals and their US imperialist handlers, to join hands with the Kurdish 
masses, to organise masses protests against US imperialism and their deal with the Russian mafia, to mobilise 
support far and wide against the Russian and Assad offensive against the revolutionary masses in Aleppo and 
other areas where the revolutionary masses are under attack by the forces of genocide; to expel the US and 
Russian military presence from Turkey and Syria, to expel the Isis mercenaries, and to help support a 
concentrated effort of all the resistance to march on Damascus, to definitively defeat and dismantle the Assad 
regime.  
 
For workers and poor peasant councils in Turkey and Syria; for the right of self-determination of the Kurdish 
masses. For workers’ governments in both Turkey and Syria (and if the masses so choose, in independent 
Kurdistan)- the relation between these 3 should be determined a council of delegates from grassroots level, 
one delegate per 10 000 people, including all the refugees; for the freeing of all political prisoners.  
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For mass protests in Iran and Lebanon to demand the withdrawal of the Hezbollah mercenaries. For mass 
protests in the imperialist centres and all over the world against the genocide against the revolutionary Syrian 
masses.  
 
Did the over 200 Turkish masses die so that Erdogan can support a military dictatorship in Syria and for him to 
establish links with the genocidal Zionist state? This impunity must end.  
 
Workers International Vanguard Party   WIVP 25.9.2016  workersinternational@gmail.com  
 

You can take the masses out of Aleppo but you cannot 
take the spirit of Aleppo out of the masses 

[with reference to the article by Gwynne Dyer of 5 December 2016, ‘For Foreign powers, it comes down to 
Assad’s regime or Islamist rebels in Syria’] 
The article is a blatant distortion of events in Syria as well as being a de facto cover-up for genocide. The 
masses are viewed as passive agents to be manipulated by the ‘big men of history’. In fact right now, dozens 
of revolutionaries are being tied up and shot from behind by Assad, Iranian and Hezbollah mercenaries in 
Aleppo. The workers’ movement needs to take a stand. The SACP supports Assad, we cannot. 
Hamilton Naki performed the first heart transplant operation but history records him as being a gardener; Dr 
Barnard gets the plaudits. 
To Dyer, the masses in Syria are incapable of independent action and it is only through the funds and arms of 
the major imperialist powers that anything happens in Syria. He ignores the long years of spontaneous 
independent grassroots committees that sprang up in opposition to the Assad dictatorship. He ignores the fact 
that in the clashes of unarmed protestors against the armed might of the regime, that the army split and many 
soldiers, arms in hand, moved over to the side of the masses. The regime had been using snipers to shoot 
down protestors and the soldiers began to refuse orders to shoot down their own families in cold blood. 
In 2011 when the revolt started against the Assad dynasty, there had been a wave a revolt against imperialist-
backed dictators in North Africa and the Middle East. 
There are many instances in history where imperialism builds up support both within the regimes they control 
as well as within the growing opposition to them. In this way, if one of their puppets is overthrown, then 
imperialism is still in control of whoever takes over. In the 1980’s, imperialism poured in millions into the UDF 
so that other resistance movements could be marginalised and the moderate leaders of the ANC would be built 
up as a reserve to take over. In a similar manner, imperialism poured in funds and token weaponry into the 
opposition in Syria in order to gain control of it. They have not succeeded.  
In 2011 Assad released thousands of radical Islamist prisoners. He deliberately built them up by not attacking 
them and even staging attacks on his own installations to attempt to divert the revolutionary youth into the 
hands of what would become Isis. Isis has mainly been attacking the resistance and has largely steered away 
from attacking Damascus. There are numerous reports of arms and funds that have gone to Isis either directly 
from US ‘mistakes’ or through agencies of US imperialism, such as the head-chopping Saudi regime (that 
currently heads the UN Human Rights council!). Al Nusrah, initially an al Qaeda affiliate, was also built up. Both 
Al Nusrah and Isis have attacked the resistance and thus act as a force to weaken the resistance and thus 
save the regime. Some generals of Assad’s army defected to form the Free Syrian Army. In effect they 
gathered the defected soldiers and kept arms away from the masses. They have also steered away from full 
scale onslaught on Damascus. A few months ago the FSA generals took 5000 rebel soldiers to the north 
allegedly to secure the al Bab pathway, but the nett effect was to leave east Aleppo open to being besieged. 
Thus the independent revolutionary Syrian forces were not only weakened by attacks by the regime and the 
Russian forces, but crucially, by reactionary forces within who had been planted and built up by imperialism. 
The conception that the only choices are a ‘conventional’ regime and ‘fanatical’ islamists, are false. 
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In September the US and Russia made an agreement to share information and act jointly against ‘terrorists’. 
This is a continuation of the so called UN peace plan adopted last year, which also outlines steps to elections 
and crushing of ‘terrorists’. The Economist and others report that there are 500 US military ‘advisors’ with the 
Syrian Democratic Forces, which is comprised mainly of the Kurdish YPG. These Kurdish forces, are in 
alliance with Russia, Assad, Hezbollah and Iranian forces that are besieging East Aleppo at the moment. Thus 
it is not true to say that the US is on one side and Russia on the other. All the reactionary forces of the US, 
Russia, Assad, etc, are on one side against the Syrian revolutionary masses that are trapped in East Aleppo. 
Independent resistance to capitalism is what is being wiped out here. The headquarters of Isis are in Raqqa 
and Deir ez Zoar. The Isis headquarters is not subject to similar attacks and siege by the US-Russia alliance. 
They focus on East Aleppo. Irrespective of what differences US imperialism may have with Iran, the more 
dangerous enemy to all is the independently organised revolutionary masses. There are reports that the Assad 
regime trades with Isis for the oil it controls. 
How does Dyer know that Assad will offer amnesty? This is a regime that uses snipers to shoot down unarmed 
protestors, uses banned chlorine gas and barrel bombs on civilians. Dyer is building up respectability for a 
fascist regime. Dyer intimates that there are only a small fraction of the 250 000 residents remaining in East 
Aleppo; in other words, he implies that those remaining are just the head-chopping fanatics and thus the last 
days of operation of destruction by the regime are just getting rid of the vermin, so not to worry, kill them all. 
Thus the death of civilians and revolutionaries are just swept under the carpet, not even deserving a footnote in 
the annals of history. Such is his cover up of genocide. 
That US imperialism cannot wage war on Iran is not due to the goodwill of Trump/Obama nor of any threat by 
Russia (which has only one aging aircraft carrier) but due to the awakening US soldier and worker. Occupy 
Wall street and the huge Iraq veterans movement shows a deep split in the US army. These soldiers will no 
longer tolerate being used as cannon fodder for the wars of plunder by imperialism. The huge show of force by 
thousands of veterans who forced the US regime to back down at Standing Rock, over the North Dakota 
pipeline, is evidence of this. 
 
Even as Aleppo is falling, more than half the population of Syria have been displaced by the regime’s war on 
them, there are protests around the world. The refugees in Berlin raised the slogan ‘We are Aleppo’. It is one 
thing to win a military victory against an isolated group of revolutionary masses but it is quite another to 
maintain control of the masses who reject the regime. No dictatorship can rule by force alone. 
The Leon Sedov brigade, which fights side by side with the Syrian revolutionary masses, and have a 
programme for the total expropriation of all imperialist assets and banks and for real workers control, are 
currently also in Aleppo. The resistance has long declared that civilians can leave but they choose to stay. 
There is a general terrorising of the Syrian masses in Aleppo by the regime and all the reactionary capitalist 
forces of the world, from the US, to Russia, to Assad and their allied mercenaries. When some have tried to 
leave, they are being shot down by this ‘conventional’ regime. They are being starved and bombed into 
submission. This is what Dyer is covering up; no wonder the capitalist press publish him in 45 countries. It is 
not a question that Assad has won the war; it is that imperialism hopes to strangle a popular revolution. The 
masses have been fighting against the regime and the radical islamists which imperialism have deployed. 

 
The last word on the Syrian revolution has not been written. We salute the fallen leader Abu al Baraa and 
many others who have fallen in the struggle for Socialism. For a Constituent Assembly of delegates chosen on 
the basis of 1 per 20 000 people, subject to instant recall and limiting their salary to that of an average skilled 
worker. Let the masses in Syria determine their own fate, not the Assad dynasty, which rose to power through 
a military coup. Let the grassroots revolutionary committees set up a workers’ government. Let the workers of 
the world stand up for a workers’ democracy in Syria. Today it is Aleppo and Syria, tomorrow it could be us. 
Fascism is not normal nor ‘conventional’. The SACP supports the Assad regime. We refuse to accept 
fascism. 
Workers International Vanguard Party   Ph/sms/WhatsApp +27 822020617   Email 
workersinternational@gmail.com 11/01/2017 
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Alepo, Syria, the capital city of the resistance, has fallen 

√ The genocidal forces of Bashar the dog and Putin mercilessly slaughtered the people of Alepo 

√ The generals of FSA and Al Nusra openly sold it out 

√ USA freed the area and air space of Syria so that Al Assad and Putin, with their missiles and barrel bombs, demolish the 

Syrian cities and Alepo in particular 

√ The Reformist left isolated the Syrian masses from the world working class. Their war cry: "ISIS is the enemy"; 
while Al Assad with his mercenary forces under the command of Putin and Obama were crushing the heroic 
2011/2012 workers and peasants revolution 

*** 

Alepo did not surrender! Alepo was sold out! 

With the defeat of Alepo, it is clear the lies and infamies that in Syria there was an ongoing war between USA 
and Russia 

When the last oppressed was being killed or expelled from Alepo, Erdogan and Putin, under the command of 
Obama, announced a meeting in Kazakhstan to guarantee the "ceasefire" and a "democratic transition" in Syria 

After the genocide, now everyone wants to impose the "cemetery peace" 

Down with the pact of USA, Russia and Turkey! 

The mercenary forces of Bashar and his allies Putin, Hezbollah and the Iranian Ayatollahs demolished our rebel 
Alepo. They bombed houses, hospitals, water supply and electricity. After months of siege, bombing with 
explosive barrels, cluster bombs, chlorine gas and missiles, they ended up destroying all the buildings and 
houses where we lived. They slaughtered women, children and every man who came out in their way. We were 
forced to leave our houses and when we left, they entered and plundered them. 

USA liberated the air space for these fascist forces so they could bomb with impunity. USA and Russia 
coordinated and gave each other the coordinates of all their attacks and air strikes. Even Obama saluted when 
Putin started bombing almost a year and a half ago. Obama claimed he supported the Syrian people, but the 
truth is that the only ones he supported were Al Assad and Putin so they could carry out genocide, as it is 
Obama's dirty work. 

In Alepo, the subjugated and rebels did not surrender. There was no lack of fighting or weaponry. Alepo 
has fallen because it was sold out to Bashar's officers by the Sunnite bourgeois businessmen who are 
in command of FSA and Al Nusra, under Turkey's commands. 
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With Alepo besieged and Al Assad at the doorstep, the officials of the Free Syrian Army (FSA) called to go away 
from Alepo, to Al Bab, together with the Turkish army as it was doing a pantomime of "fighting against ISIS" in 
an operation called "Euphrates Shield". 

In spite of and against the will of thousands and thousands of Syrian fighters that wanted to defeat Bashar and 
kick him out from every place of that city, in order to reach Damascus, these generals called to withdraw from 
the front and to be under the direct command of Erdogan, who never wanted to defeat Bashar, let alone help the 
Syrian people. 

These generals and their officer's caste -very well paid and disciplined from Istanbul and Qatar- withdrew all the 
weaponry and resources from Alepo. They sold us out from inside the city. They said that whoever doesn't follow 
them will remain with nothing. We saw many brothers with whom we were fighting in the battlefront together to 
burst in anger. These fighters of the FSA were seeking a way for the victory of the revolution against Bashar and 
they gave their lives for that, just as we. There were FSA fighters who were victims of lies and blackmails and 
left with these generals. But after a few days they realized the truth and they came back to Alepo. 

Therefore the Sunnite bourgeoisie left a handful of their generals in Alepo, so that they could contain whoever 
refused to abandon the battlefront or returned. These generals were wolves guised as sheep. They were 
negotiating behind the scenes with the generals of Al Assad, while Erdogan, Putin and USA were organizing the 
fall and final sell-out of Alepo.  

The representatives of the Sunnite bourgeoisie "in the last hour" moved onto the side of the revolution in 
2011/2013 in order to control the masses. Those were the ones that gave away the arsenals and weapons that 
the people got by breaking Al Assad's army. Now these generals "switched sides" or better is to say they went 
back where they always belonged: to the counterrevolutionary officers' caste of the Syrian army. 

That was the role of Turkey and Qatar, also under the command of USA: to pose as supporters of the revolution 
and subjugate the fighters to them in order to sell the revolution out and close a notorious pact with Assad and 
his mercenary forces. Our worst prognostics and alerts on our comrades, all the fighters and exploited of Syria, 
tragically became true. 

On the other hand, while Ahrar al Sham also left with Turkey to be part of their operation "Euphrates Shield", 
they refused to be part of the battle to break the siege of Alepo, in moments when Bashar's forces were at the 
doorstep. Jabhat al Nusra (today "Jabhat al Fatah al Sham") didn't leave Alepo battlefront. When the FSA 
generals left the city, they denounced them. Many of our honest revolutionary brothers fought under their 
banners, because they saw it as the organization fighting on the frontline against Bashar in Alepo. 

However, soon after we saw Abu Mohamed el Jolani (leader of Jabhat Al Nusra) with his council, to hold 
meetings in the "operation room". From there, they announced the plan for "full liberation of Alepo". They used 
their credit and authority to convince everyone they would take care of it. A few days later, they declared "the 
siege cannot be broken" while the best of our comrades and fighters kept going to the front, to fight for the "full 
liberation of Alepo" and they were left alone, without supplies or weapons, now by Al Nusra, and they were at 
the mercy of Russian and Bashar's forces. Many of our best fighters were killed in those clashes. 

The generals of Al Nusra left to Idlib. They said that if they did so, the planes of Bashar and Russia will stop 
bombing. It was an excuse, as we see not even today the planes stopped bombing. The only thing they truly 
wanted was to take away their weapons, while the mercenaries of Bashar, Putin, Khamenei and Nasrallah were 
advancing each time more. 
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When these mercenary forces managed to penetrate the besieged area, the feeling of all of us confronting 
Bashar (whether from the FSA, Al Nusra, independent militias or rising people) was to come out to fight from 
beneath the rubbles and to march all together, even from all the rebel areas, to prevent the fall of Alepo. That's 
why the generals of FSA and Al Nusra announced everywhere, even showing fake papers, that they would create 
a unified Army of Alepo to "defend us". Nevertheless this resulted to be a huge lie, since with this they could sold 
out the city and move onto the side where they truly belong. The only unification of the unified "Army of Alepo" 
was the unification of FSA officers (under Turkey's command) with Al Assad's. 

This was not only denounced by us. It is being discussed and listened in the frozen tents of the refugee camps. 
It was recognized even by Abu Abdo, the one named leader of that "Army of Alepo" for the last 14 days of 
resistance in the neighbourhoods of the rebel Alepo. He said there has been an "international conspiracy" that 
was one cause for the fall of Alepo. What was this "international conspiracy"? Turkey and Qatar removed their 
men from Alepo and took them very far away, allowing the fall of the city. 

It is nothing new. For weeks the people of Alepo and their spokespersons were telling us things which we could 
prove: "don't believe a thing to the FSA, everything they say about their struggle is a lie". 

We need to tell the truth: Alepo was slaughtered by Al Assad with Putin and sold out from inside by 
Turkey and the corrupt FSA Al Nusra generals 

Too much blood of the heroic fighters has been spilled in the revolutionary Syria. We cannot keep quiet 
or silent about the businessmen of the Sunnite bourgeoisie. They, assisted by their clerics, are millionaire men 
dressed as "opposition". They were much more afraid of the masses of armed workers and peasants than 
of Bashar's generals. With them they had and still have, even during the civil war, huge and profitable 
business deals. Just an example of this is the administration of water supply from Wadi Barada to Damascus. 
From the oil exports and other goods from the rebel areas to Turkey they collect dollars that are exchanged in 
Exchange Offices that are connected to the Central Bank of Damascus, from where they receive liras sent by 
Bashar, in order to have currency to make transactions in the Syrian domestic market. 

The millionaire generals guised as "opposition" have more in common with Bashar for the business 
deals they have together than with the Syrian masses and the fight for freedom. They have no nation, no 
banner... they just defend their business deals. 

All the oppressors, whatever side are them on, get united when they are terrified as they see starving armed 
workers and peasants, many times occupying with our families the houses that oligarchy and businessmen left 
empty as they ran away from the revolution. None of them were living in our neighbourhoods that were 
demolished by Al Assad's bombings and none of them are living now in the refugee camps in the tents under 
the snow of a cold winter. In our neighbourhoods we distributed among ourselves the little food we managed to 
get.  

They fear because they know that if we get the guns we will get the bread. That's why they occupied and 
dissolved the coordination committees, the organs of dual power of the people and the rank and file soldiers, 
and they imposed the control of their army parties with money and weapons. 

They have been conspiring for years in Geneva conferences, looking for an ending of a slaughtered Syria, a 
revolution drowned in blood and a pact in which the imperialist powers and them as local junior partners can split 
the loot of a colonized Syria. 

This is the pact of Geneva between Putin, Obama, Al Assad, Turkey and their partners of Saudi Arabia. It is a 
pact to crush the revolution of the oppressed from outside and with the Sunnite bourgeois generals in the 
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"opposition" giving it away from inside. This is what they did in Alepo and this is what they've done before in 
Daraya, Homs, Deraa and most of the rebel cities in Syria that we conquered in the first years of the revolution. 

Now the generals of Al Assad, the FSA and Al Nusra are talking about a "ceasefire" followed by talks in a 
conference in Kazakhstan, under the leadership of Russia and Turkey. The revolution has suffered a deadly 
blow with the fall of Alepo, the last of the rebel strongholds. Now they discuss their "peace". In Kazakhstan 
conference between USA, their paid killers of white Russia, Turkey and other imperial powers, they will split the 
business deals of a Syria drowned in blood. The transition has started and they are discussing what's it in for 
each one. Syria will be shared among them and they will try to slaughter us and place us in concentration camps. 
This is the meaning of their peace... the peace of the cemeteries. 

The oppressors, the bourgeois camarillas of the oil companies, those of Erdogan and those shameless of 
Moscow are rubbing their hands for the construction of Turkish Stream oil pipe. It will go from Siberia, it will 
collect the oil from Syria, Iraq, Iran and Turkey and from there it will go to the Mediterranean Sea and Europe. 
Meanwhile we will be confined to concentration camps... to be as slaves... under the snow and the cold winter 
or hit by the huge heat of the summer. 

We who fight and left our lives in this heroic revolution don't accept neither the meetings nor pacts made behind 
the backs of the people, let alone the peace of the cemeteries of Obama-Putin-Erdogan! 

The revolution was made by the poor and the oppressed and it was sold out and smashed by the oppressors! 

The revolution is not over yet... it is the beginning of the workers and peasants resistance. We keep our 
weapons! 

The struggle is for bread and the solution is to expropriate bankers and war lords, politicians and traders 
and everyone who got rich in these 5 years in which we suffered misery, at the expense of our sweat and 
blood. This is where money and the funds to bankroll the revolution, the exploited masses and the fighters are! 
Otherwise, Erdogan and the bourgeoisies of Qatar and Saudi Arabia will blackmail with their "aid" to impose their 
policy of selling out the revolution and share the business deals with Al Assad and Putin gangs. 

The only authority we recognize is that of the coordination committees and the self organization of the 
broad majority of the population and the subjugated people, which is not willing to let such a betrayal to 
the revolution go through. The one that wants to collaborate and be in solidarity with the Syrian 
revolution should contribute to the coordination committees in each city, village and rebel province. 
Those should be the ones coordinating and centralizing the fighting brigades against Al Assad. This is 
the only guarantee for the rebel forces not to get more divided and for nobody to try to use a single fighter as a 
sell-out of our revolution and his own people. 

The first step should be: If a general goes to the Kazakhstan conference he will be expelled from the 
resistance! They want to impose their peace of the cemeteries on us. They don't represent us! 

Tribunals made of workers, militia men and poor peasants to judge and punish all the bourgeois generals 
that sold out Alepo! 

The Sunnite clerics, supporters of this treacherous policy of the bourgeoisie, took advantage of our good 
intentions, beliefs and cultural customs to justify the rendition. In Syria there is a revolution and we are the ones 
who did it, the poor and dispossessed, those who doesn't have even to buy bread. We won't surrender and we 
keep on resisting against those who fill their pockets with dollars and steal our houses and belongings as war 
loot. 
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Out with the traitors from the resistance! 

The Syrian revolution hasn't been defeated. As long as one of us lives, the revolution will never die. 

From Leon Sedov Brigade, we declare: 

1. Alepo was sold out by the Sunnite bourgeoisie in all its features, whether secular or religious, in a 
notorious pact with Al Assad, Russia and Turkey. They hid hundreds of tanks and thousands of missiles and 
artillery weaponry, which were later given to the army of mercenaries of Bashar. As the people in Alepo 
denounced, they sold even the surface-to-air missiles that can trace heat, the ones we needed to bring down 
the war planes. They kept their dollars in their pockets and left, leaving us at the mercy of the airstrikes. They 
left to Idlib or Al Bab, under Turkey's orders. 

2. The generals of Al Assad, FSA and Al Nusra know each other. They are all businessmen and have 
plenty of things in common. From the checkpoints, they were dedicated to trade and business, while we were 
fighting and dying for bread and freedom. This is why the revolution could only succeed if we, workers, peasants 
and rank and file soldiers that truly fought to defeat Bashar led it. We relentlessly fight for the coordination 
committees to work with direct democracy and those army parties of bourgeois generals came to disband them. 

3. Our brothers and sisters of the Kurdish subjugated people were sold out by the YPG-PKK, monitored 
by the US, in a pact they made with Al Assad against the revolution... They were used to split the military 
front we used to have against Bashar. Now, they are throwing them away as we see in the agreements between 
Turkey and Russia and Al Assad, where they are not allowed to be part of Kazakhstan conferences. Erdogan 
took Al Bab and isolated the northern Kurdish cantons, while he escalated the attack on the Kurdish people in 
Turkey and the Iranian Ayatollahs keep a bayonet to their necks to control them. 

The YPG-PKK has abandoned the struggle for national self determination of the Kurdish people long time ago. 
Now they are on their knees negotiating an "autonomy" in Syria, with the headquarters of Al Assad and USA 
controlling them. 

4. Meanwhile, the reformist left sold out the Syrian revolution to its executioners. Some of them openly 
supported those war criminals Bashar and Putin. Others did it indirectly by supporting PKK-YPG which are in a 
pact with them. And some others supported the Sunnite bourgeoisie and those traitor generals of the FSA. 

However, all of them were united in one single cry: "ISIS is the enemy"... This is what they said all over the world 
and with this they left Al Assad, Russia and USA their hands free to kill and smash our revolution. 

They reproduced the islamophobic imperialist propaganda in order to hide the massacre of Bashar and the 
revolution also. This way, we were isolated from the world working class while imperialism sent us all their 
counterrevolutionary agents. They made us, who were fighting for surviving in a decent life, to appear before the 
world as "religious jihadist terrorists". 

The defeat we suffered was not because of the strength of Al Assad and his mercenaries, who didn't resist a 
single mass offensive. It was defeated for now as it was isolated from the solidarity and support of the exploited 
and oppressed of the world by a treacherous left, servant of Wall Street, the imperialist butchers of the Fifth 
French Republic, of the Spanish Borbons that supplied the Russian navy and warplanes, etc. The trash left from 
the government in Greece took thousands and thousands of our brothers and sisters and put them in 
concentration camps, while they all let our women and children in the Mediterranean Sea. 
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The Spanish Podemos didn't move a finger or denounced the supply to the Russian navy from the coasts of 
Spain, and then it came to bomb our houses. They denounced there was the "third world war" between USA and 
Russia in Syria, while the counterrevolutionary mercenary forces of Putin got supplies from NATO military bases 
in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Others, as Castro or Chavez, visited Iran or sent officers to collaborate with the mercenary troops of Bashar... 
all of these on behalf of the left and the working class. 

After they did all these... they cry about the "political and religious backwardness" of our comrades, when the 
true responsible for this "backwardness" are these corrupt traitors paid by the capital to keep their business deals 
across the globe. 

5. Victory was a need and far more than possible. We have infinite times proven this and we would've 
succeeded if it weren't for the treacherous leaderships. 

In 2011/2012, with mass demonstrations in every city, we broke Bashar's army. We took control of 80% of 
Syria and Bashar the dog was reduced to some small squares in Damascus. We even reached the doorstep of 
the presidential palace. But the FSA put all its forces to stop our offensive, to control it and to make us retreat, 
with the excuse of a "tactical withdrawal". 

In 2013 we freed the entire province of Raqa in two days. A little bit later that year, an insurrection in 
Damascus broke out. Imperialism sent its servants of the Shiite bourgeoisie of Iran and Lebanon to reinforce 
Bashar so his regime wouldn't fall, while the FSA isolated and sold out the fights in Damascus and Qsair. After 
that, we saw Jabhat al Nusra coming, in order to reinforce the control of the Sunnite bourgeoisie in the free areas 
and later ISIS, as the fifth column, to smash the revolution from inside in Raqa and Deir ez Zor. 

In 2015 our brothers refugees arrived at Europe and broke the siege of silence and slanders imposed by 
the reformist left. This strengthened our fight in Syria and we could advance to take over Idlib city (which was 
under Bashar's control) some more areas in Alepo, Latakia and the FSA couldn't contain any more the masses 
in the Palestinan camp Yarmouk (in Damascus) who started fighting only a few blocks away from the 
presidential palace. 

That's why Obama sent the counterrevolutionary murderous army of Putin to ruthlessly kill; while in Europe, 
since France's self attack in Paris on November 13th, the leftists parties repeated as talking parrots the imperialist 
propaganda of islamophobia, in order to isolate us and let us alone facing this massacre. 

In the first months of 2016, Russia and USA made a fake "ceasefire" to massively bomb Alepo and all the rebel 
towns. This massacre was so brutal that they even bombed the refugee camp in Sarmada, near the Turkish 
border, unleashing the anger and rage of all of us, because we saw we were not allowed even to be refugees in 
our own land. 

Our response was at the beginning of May 2016 with an insurrection in Khantoman (southern suburbs of 
Alepo) as we saw that was the way to break the recently imposed siege on the city. Seeing such an insurrection, 
Al Nusra generals rushed to place themselves at the front and tried to control it. Their generals tried to divide us 
in multiple small battles in distant isolated towns. 

But the anger was stronger. They were starting to lose their control. We organized demonstrations to the 
barracks and armory of FSA to recover the weapons they were hiding from us. We started to expropriate 
factories, such as Aqab textile in Urem al Kubra, where the workers got self-organized, kicked out the manager 
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and placed it under their control. The FSA went with the owner of the factory and condemned the expropriation. 
They even marked the coordinates for the Russian warplanes to bomb it. 

In July that year, moved by unprecedented sufferings, starvation and to end with the massacre, we made 
an insurrection in the entire city of Alepo, in both, the rebel neighbourhoods and those under Bashar's 
occupation. We ended up taking over the centre of the city and forcing Bashar's mercenary forces to retreat. We 
took over their headquarters, and some embassy buildings. We even threatened to expropriate the most 
important banks. Once again the leadership of FSA, instead of putting all their weapons and forces to support 
this victory in order to advance, they used all of them to retreat from this action and positions we took claiming 
that "there are no conditions to keep those new positions" and thus imposed a withdrawal.  

Nevertheless, this didn't stop our rage and desire to free Alepo, to recover our homes, to expel the mercenary 
troops of Bashar and continue our march to Damascus so that after defeating the dog we would unite with our 
Palestinian brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. 

So as part of this July offensive we grouped our forces in Khantoman. From there on, we launched a new 
counteroffensive in which we ended up taking over the artillery base in Ramusa and breaking the siege 
on Alepo in the first days of August of 2016. 

We even reached where no bourgeois leadership wanted us to reach... to the doorstep of one of the 
richest neighbourhoods of Alepo called Hamdaniya, where the high Syrian bourgeoisie lives, whether they 
are from Bashar supporters or the "opposition". However, when they saw the oppressed breaking in the luxurious 
buildings of the bourgeoisie, Turkey and the high command of the FSA started to threaten all of us so we didn't 
advance. We pay no attention to their threats and we were about a thousand, coming from different brigades 
and also from the ranks of FSA and Al Nusra and we entered to that neighbourhood. We split up in 2 groups of 
500 each. US imperialism sent its high technology drones and attacked the group that was in the front. To seek 
shelter in the building was useless, because of the high tech equipment they used. This attacked left nearly 450 
of us out of combat and we were forced to retreat. Once again it was clear that all the owner classes in Syria, 
even in the middle of the civil war, even if they wanted business for themselves in a partitioned Syria, had a clear 
idea: they were all working together to disarm the masses and prevent them from defeating Al Assad in 
Damascus, putting into question the private property of the oppressors. Some of them, like Bashar the dog, did 
it with a policy of annihilation of the revolution and some others disorganizing it from within. 

Hundreds of revolutionary offensive attempts like this one were made by tens of thousands of fighters of the 
Syrian revolution, as the heroic resistance of 4 years in Daraya, the decisive fight of the people in Qsair who 
resisted 3 months after the generals of FSA left and isolated the town, or the untamable Homs, who was named 
by the fascists of Al Assad as a "7 headed hydra" because it was taken and retaken by the masses over and 
over again, among others. 

A thousand attempts and they were disorganized from inside. When this wasn't enough, they sent the 
counterrevolutionary forces of ISIS which came with a sword in their hands and managed to impose themselves 
in the provinces of Raqa and Deir ez Zor, while trying to crush the revolutionary insurrections of the masses in 
Fallujah and Mosul against the US protectorate government in Iraq. ISIS ended up being part of the siege on the 
rebel Alepo as well as the YPG, which from Sheikh Maqsood neighbourhood opened a corridor with the generals 
of Al Assad for the masses to surrender. 

All of them besieged the rebel Alepo and caused this huge defeat of the Syrian revolution. We have to tell the 
truth to the masses of the world, even if it is bitter, because starting from the truth we can group our forces. 
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It was clear that all of them were united to prevent our victory. 

6. The bourgeois generals, occupying the assemblies of the coordination committees and replacing 
them with military operation rooms, sold out the fights while their clerics manipulated the beliefs of the 
people to justify them. They made business deals while brave fighters, even under the banners of FSA or 
Jabhat al Nusra were giving their lives to defeat Al Assad. Filling their pockets was the only thing they were 
interested on, because they are bourgeois. They weren’t there to defeat Assad’s army. Both have made business 
together during the war. They filled their pockets with dollars. Now they are getting ready to end our revolution, 
which they never wanted in the first place. 

With a bourgeois leadership of the civil war there was no possible victory, because this is a revolution. 
As such, we win it by expropriating the capitalists, by getting houses for all the refugees, the land for 
the poor peasants and bread and freedom for all the exploited, getting united with our class brothers 
and sisters from other countries and oppressed nationalities such as the Kurds. 

7. The Syrian revolution was a link of a single chain of revolutions in Maghreb and Middle East. This is where 
all counterrevolutionary forces got together to cut this chain in once place. The genocide, the destruction 
of cities, so many refugees were because it was not only about crushing a Syrian revolution, but a revolution of 
the entire region and chastise the entire world working class to see what will happen to them if they “dare” to rise 
for bread against the bourgeois states and question the interests of imperialism. 

8. With the pact between Russia and Turkey, imperialism re-established a strong counterrevolutionary 
control device in one of the hottest unstable spots of the planet after the revolutions that broke out in 
2011. Zionism was without firepower because if it did, it would unite all the masses against it. US imperialism 
had to withdrew from Iraq for the heroic resistance and the fight of our class brothers and sisters inside USA 
which prevented that imperialist bourgeoisie to go to new wars. The heads of Mubarak, Ben Ali and Qadafy rolled 
through the dessert. This Russia-Turkey pact is the new gendarme of the muslim republics in Eurasia and 
Middle East. 

9. They announced a “ceasefire” which was once again a lie and coverage for Bashar to continue his massacre. 
For the transition they’ve called, they have to unarm the masses before. They still have to impose a regime 
of domination that is stable for their business deals. That’s why they keep on killing in the rebel areas there 
still are around Damascus, such as Ghouta and Wadi Barada, the first an industrial centre y and second one 
a water spring that supplies with drinking water Damascus city and around. 

Due to Bashar and Hezbollah bombings, that water spring was damaged and the entire city of Damascus is out 
of water. This means that during all these years of civil war, in which Wadi Barada was under control of the 
bourgeois generals of FSA, they have been providing drinking water to Bashar. This is a clear example of the 
business deals these generals had together with Al Assad, supplying him as well. Damascus, his military bases 
where his murderous troops are and the airports from where the warplanes depart to bomb us every day have 
always had water. The FSA generals never cut the water supply to the government or the foreign mercenary 
troops that kill us. They could’ve even call for an insurrection in Damascus, cutting off the water supply to the 
bourgeois neighbourhoods and not to those fighting against that dog. But it is obvious that this program would’ve 
never been possibly taken by a bourgeois general. 

10. We are not part of the demonstrations that have been happening every Friday in the areas that are not under 
Bashar’s control, led by the generals of the FSA under the slogan “let’s unite into a single force” in moments in 
which this “single force” signed the agreement for the peace of the cemeteries and is ready to go to the meeting 
in Kazakhstan. Those demonstrations are to integrate and legitimize the transition they want to do from the 
meetings in Kazakhstan and the regime they seek to impose from there, over the basis of the genocide. We are 
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with the resistance to defeat Bashar the dog and all those who are allied to that genocidal and to conquer the 
demands of the revolution of bread and freedom. 

11. Once again it is clear that without a successful workers and peasants revolution there will be no bread 
or land or freedom or national independence. And that’s the big lesson of the revolutions that shook the 
region from Tunis to El Cairo, from Yemen to Syria, from Libya to Morocco. 

So much betrayal, genocide and plundering won’t remain unpunished. The murderers, the ones that sold out the 
revolution and those who betrayed it won’t have peace until the Syrian people gets bread, justice and freedom. 
From the refugee camps, from every place where a militia men lives or wherever a Syrian is exploited THERE 
WILL BE RESISTANCE! 

Down with the rendition pact of Putin, Erdogan and USA! 

Smash the fascist forces of Al Assad! Out with all the foreign troops from Syria, starting from the 
Russian, the Iraqi, Iranian, Lebanese and all those supporting Al Assad! 

Out with Turkey and USA from Syria! They are there for the people not to defeat Bashar the dog. 

We don’t delegate the revolution on anyone! The bourgeois generals of the FSA don’t represent their heroic 
fighters. Let the weapons return to the people! Let’s build up again the coordination committees with 
direct democracy! 

The fight is for a free Syria of workers and peasants! Only in this Syria and as part of this fight the 
Kurdish people will be able to get even their right to national self-determination, bringing down the pact 
that the PKK made with Bashar. 

We make a call to all those who haven’t surrendered, those who want to recover their houses, all those 
who are still on their feet to avenge the loss of their beloved ones, those who still fight for bread and 
freedom, all our brothers with whom we shared the battlefront and our daily fight for the victory of the 
Syrian revolution.  

We make a call to the subjugated Kurds who really want to fight for the right of self determination for the 
whole Kurdish people, whether they are in Syria, under the boot of Erdogan in Turkey or subjugated by 
the Iranian theocracy bayonets in Iran. 

We make a call to those who suffer the hard winter in refugee camps. 

To all of you we call you to group our forces together against those who want to sell out the blood of our 
martyrs in a negotiation table in Kazakhstan in order to fill their pockets while we don’t have anything to 
eat. 

From the revolutionary committees of the Syrian revolution and Leon Sedov Brigade we make 
a call to set up the power of the oppressed, the ones from below, those who truly made this 

great revolution, which today is under blood. 

Out with Al Assad! 

Down with the counterrevolutionary pact of Turkey, Russia, USA and Kazakhstan Conference! 



                                                                                                                                                   

15 
 

For a revolutionary Syria of workers and peasants! 

For a Revolutionary Free Sovereign National Assembly that coordinates and centralizes the resistance 
of the Syrian people, so that our nation is not subjugated to the counterrevolutionary fascist forces of 

Bashar and the colony pact between Turkey, Russia and USA! 

From each refugee camp, from each barricade, from each battlefront, from each rebel neighbourhood, 
from each factory, school or town who entered to the fight for the revolution, we have to elect delegates 
(one each ten thousand inhabitants) to make a Syrian National Assembly, which would be more 
democratic and more representative that the meeting of parasite bourgeois of Kazakhstan. 

The first tasks it would have will be: 

· To impose the defeat of Al Assad in Damascus and to judge and punish all his generals for war criminals, 
under workers and popular tribunals.  

· The result of this defeat will be the withdrawal of all the invader troops of Syria, starting by the mercenaries 
and occupation troops of Al Assad. 

· To disregard every agreement or tutoring of our nation by imperialist powers of the world; to discharge 
every pact such as that of Geneva or Kazakhstan that started to distribute business deals of our tormented 
nation. 

· We will fight for a Revolutionary National Assembly that expresses self organization and democracy of 
those from below, that is to say, the broad majority of our people, in order to recover all the forces and 
productive capacity of Syria, the banks, oil, energy, to win the ar and FOR OUR STARVING PEOPLE TO GET 
THEIR HOUSES AND LIVING WITH DIGNITIY. 

· We fight for a Revolutionary National Assembly that organizes all the rebel forces of Syria in a common 
offensive under the command of the organizations of relegates and direct representatives of the exploited of 
the country… the only one that can coordinate and centralize all the military forces of the exploited of Syria to 
cut the head off the snake which is in Damascus. 

We call to unify our forces in the whole world… to all the workers and militant organizations to stand up 
with our revolution. All the counterrevolutionary forces that succeed here will be much stronger to crush in 
every place somebody rise against them. 

AGAINST THE CONFERENCE IN KAZAKHSTAN OF PUTIN, ERDOGAN AND OBAMA-TRUMP, WE CALL 
FOR AN INTERNATIONAL COUNTER-CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE SYRIAN REVOLUTION 

Thousands and thousands of fighters of the revolution refused to surrender and we don’t recognize or will ever 
recognize as leaders those who give away the blood of our martyrs in Kazakhstan. Hundreds of thousands of 
our people are being confined to concentration camps in Europe, where they are treated the same way Al Assad 
treats the refugees inside the Syrian borders. They have also self organized and are getting the solidarity of 
hundreds of struggle organizations of the European workers. 

We have seen several workers organizations of the world to start to stand up for our revolution… like the Factory 
Workers Union of La Paz, Bolivia, transport workers platform EMT of Madrid or teacher’s union CNTE in Mexico. 
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We call them and all the workers and militant organizations to take part of this conference for in Syria there is a 
battle of the whole world working class underway. 

We know that thousands of Syrian residents abroad have collaborated with our revolution from the start. They 
have taken up its banner and took it all over the world to have solidarity.  

There are already forces for our revolution not to die. That’s why we call to set up an Organizing Committee to 
break the siege, give solidarity and make the Syrian revolution stand up again. 

We call the Turkish working class, which today is under the jackboot of Erdogan, to rise for the opening of the 
borders, to impose the retreat of the Turkish troops from Syria and to unite the fight in Syria and Turkey for equal 
pay for equal work. Millions of Syrian workers are slave workers inside Turkey, just as the Kurdish people and 
the broad majority of the Turkish working class. Those are the most important working class battalions to fight 
for bread and freedom, defeating the murderers Bashar and Putin, which are in a pact with Erdogan. 

Open the borders of Turkey with Syria so the international solidarity can get to the Syrian masses and 
the resistance can be supplied! 

Today we see our allies of the Iranian working class to rise against the Ayatollahs. They are also starved and 
repressed, such as we are killed by that murderous theocracy. Iran is not our enemy. Ayatollahs and their 
counterrevolutionary guard are our enemies! The Iranian masses fighting against them are our allies! 

We call you to retake your best traditions of fighting, such as the 1979 revolution against Sha Reza 
Pahlevi and take to the streets for bread and stop the murderous war machine of Ayatollahs. 

We also call the Russian workers and oppressed to march for the defeat of the genocide generals of 
Putin, because if they succeed in Syria they won’t hesitate to do the same with all the workers and 
subjugated people in the Big Russia. 

We call the US and European working class to take to the streets to stop the war machine. When Bush invaded 
Afghanistan and Iraq in 2001 and 2003 used the pretext of terrorism and generated islamophobia to justify his 
counterrevolutionary adventures. Today, his massacre in our region continues under the same pretext of 
terrorism, using islamophobia, but this time they send their agents to do their dirty work. 

The US workers have suffered what Bush victorious invasions meant: they’ve lost their houses, their cars and 
many can still eat thanks to the 3 dollar a day food coupon. The same thing happened in France, after the self 
attacks of November 13th and islamophobia, an immigrant camp in Calais was evicted and then they took off the 
historical gain of the working class of having 35 working hours a week. To fight for the opening of the borders 
and for full rights for the refugees is a main task for the European working class. 

To stoy the war machine in the imperialist centres is an inmediate task for our class brothers and sisters 
in Europe and USA. Their governments arm and command those who kill us in Syria and the whole 
Middle East. 

The Palestinian masses have suffered in their own flesh this counterrevolutionary advance of imperialism, Russia 
and Al Assad against our people in Syria, as in the massacre of the Palestinian refugee camp in Yarmouk 
(Damascus). 
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The more cities were taken by Bashar and his mercenary forces, together with Hezbollah and the Iranian 
guard, the more Zionism let them happen in order to focus in killing and attacking the Palestinian nation. 

Over 500.000 Palestinian lost their houses only in the year 2016. They were brutally demolished by the housing 
plan of the Zionist settlers inside the Palestinian nation. The Palestinian Authority gave its solidarity to Al 
Assad, therefore taking the Palestinian people to the grave. 

It is time to centralize and unify a single intifada, to suceed in Damascus expelling the invader troops and 
Zionism, the occupier of the Palestinian nation. The fight for recovering a Free Revolutionary Syria of 
Workers and Peasants is the same fight for the destruction of the Zionist-fascist state of Israel. 

We need to re-take the revolution that started in 2011 in Tunisia and by expelling USA from Iraq in 2008! 
For a Free Secultar Demcoratic Non Racist Palestine from the River Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea, 
over the basis of destroying the Zionist-fascist state of Israel! 

One single intifada from Damascus to Jerusalem, from Teheran to El Cairo and Tripoli! 

The revolutionary socialists of the Syrian revolution, who are part of our tormented people and their sacrificed 
fighters, will fight to convince the most honest and militant fighters of Syria that bread and freedom will be 
completely guaranteed by setting up a workers and peasants revolutionary government, which sees our 
revolution as a link of a single revolution of the exploited in the whole Maghreb and Middle East against 
imperialism.           Leon Sedov Brigade 

 

From Standing Rock, USA and Cape Town, SA, to Aleppo and the rest of the Syrian revolutionary masses 
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Memorandum  

Coalition Against Xenophobia 

The Office of the Presidency 

No to xenophobia and scapegoating 

Build unity of the masses to end crime and exploitation 

Communities across South Africa are frustrated with the serious social problems we face, especially drugs and 
crime. People become desperate when the police fail to act. The impression is being created as if immigrants and 
refugees are responsible for crime. This is untrue. The indiscriminate violence against ‘foreign’ residents in 
Rosettenville last week and in Pretoria West this last weekend was wrong.  

We want to challenge the notion that anyone from the rest of Africa can be regarded as a ‘foreigner’. The borders 
across Africa have been artificially drawn by the colonialist and imperialist. Historical human migration patterns show 
that most of the population in South Africa have migrated from West Africa. Some may argue that the cradle of 
humanity is in SA. In this case, whoever comes from the rest of Africa or the rest of the world, are merely coming 
home. The SA economy as with all countries in the world, have always been built up with immigrants. We do not 
need walls. We need to reach out to the rest of humanity.  

Most of the minerals for cell phones,laptops and playstations comes from the DRC but nowhere is there a design 
and manufacturing centre of these industries there nor in the rest of Africa. Angola has fertile soil that can feed the 
whole of Africa but everywhere there are landmines left by imperialist-backed forces. Most of the diamonds in Africa 
are exported to Israel, whereas they could be cut and polished here. Much of the world’s cacao comes from Africa 
but hardly ever is there design and manufacture of chocolate on African soil. Minerals abound but hardly anywhere 
are there design and manufacture centres. Most of the minerals used world wide come from Africa but less than 1% 
of its value actually reaches Africa. Africa is not poor. It is being plundered. This has to stop.  

There is enough wealth in Africa for us to be the most highly developed in the world. Yet there is poverty and 
starvation everywhere. The imperialists extract the wealth and leave the crumbs for the masses to fight over. The 
political leaders keep us in chains for the exploitation by the mining monopolies and banks from the rich countries.  

In 2008, 2016, and now in 2017, we find that political and tribal leaders incite xenophobic hatred among the masses. 
Some police are colluding with druglords and gangsters. The mines and banks who rob the masses daily, stealing 
trillions, are not ever challenged by the state. It is not helped by the company tax on profits being 28% while in the 
last days of apartheid it was 43%. Rampant corruption and cronyism in the state also does not help. We feel for the 
thousands who die through diseases of poverty. The real history of Africa is not taught in the schools. Home Affairs 
has a long history of abusing both local masses and prospective immigrants. If one is rich and from Europe or North 
America, then Home Affairs is quick to act. However if you are poor or from the rest of Africa or from the Middle East 
or Asia, then Home Affairs treats you with total disrespect, not granting residency permits or travel documents to 
those who qualify for it.  

The vast majority of local and immigrant masses are COMPLETELY opposed to drugs and crime. We all want 
criminals to be removed from our communities too. Xenophobia is not the answer to crime and poverty – unity of the 
masses is the answer!. The real criminals will slip through the net if we are fighting each other instead of uniting. 
Poverty can never be an excuse to attack our fellow poor. 

We strongly call on government and political leaders to refrain from inciting xenophobic violence and tension.  

We are a coalition of local and immigrant communities. We stand united against crime, exploitation, poverty and 
xenophobia. Collusion between the state and local gangsters/druglords and the mining monopolies and banks that 
are stealing trillions, should be immediately be ended; we also call on the state to FULLY GUARANTEE the safety 
and protection of all immigrants and refugees. We call on communities to build UNITED and DEMOCRATIC 
community watch groups, of local and immigrant representatives, to identify both criminals and those planning 
xenophobic attacks and to assist in the defence of our communities, immigrants and refugees from attacks. 
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Our demands are as follows: 

1. Government and tribal leaders and officials should refrain from making xenophobic statements. Any such 
leaders must be held accountable for such statements. 

2. Home Affairs must treat all refugees and immigrants with respect and process applications efficiently; there 
should be more centres for application, preferably in each province.  

3. The police should stop harassing immigrants and refugees and asylum seekers.  
4. There must be an end to collusion between the state and the mine and bank bosses who have been 

involved in the large scale theft, right down to the druglord, 
5. The wealth stolen over the years by the big companies, should be returned 
6. Increase the tax rate on company profits, back up to 43% 
7. Jobs for all at a living wage; share all the work among all who can work 
8. decent , integrated housing for all, close to places of work; 
9. Free, quality, liberatory education for all.  The education curriculum should reflect the true history of Africa, 

exposing the role of imperialism and colonialism; it should value the contributions, past and present, of 
Africa to world culture. There should be discussions in every school, workplace and community for African 
unity and against xenophobia.  

10. Free, quality health care for all 

Refugees are running away from wars caused by the rich; the same rich companies that exploit us here. We want to 
state loud and clear: IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE. 

COALITION AGAINST XENOPHOBIA email: coalitionagainstxenophobiawc@gmail.com ℅ Community House 41 
Salt River rd, Salt River, 7925. South Africa 

For further comment Faeza Meyer 0763361741; Lumumba Chia ph 0734619037; Mike Helu ph 0720382394. Hilary 
Ojukwu ph 0735263324 

[Coalition members/supporters: Housing Assembly reps from Mitchell's Plain,Khayelitsha, Northern Suburbs, 
Southern Suburbs, Wider Athlone, Witzenberg/Ceres, Manenberg , Africa Solidarity Network, Frontline Africa, 
Congolese Civil Society, WCLRefugees, Unifam, Left Student Forum, Keep Left, ISM, WIVP, Wasp, Giwusa, Sonke 
Gender Justice; Palestine Solidarity Coalition; Community reps from Cameroon, Nigeria, DRC, Pakistan; Burundi; 
consulting still with communities from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Zimbabwe, Somalis, Bangladeshis, Angola] 

04 March 2017 

 

March to parliament, against xenophobia, 4th March 2017 
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End the discrimination against women married 
through cultural/customary law                                                               

 18.9.2016 
A current court case led by the Women’s Legal Centre in South Africa - regarding the rights of women 
in customary law marriages - has compelled me, a human being who is by gender male, to write this 
urgent call to conscience and to united action. 
Make no mistake. This is a David and Goliath battle. The voices of patriarchy and oppression have long ago 
captured the state. They dominate the mainstream media too. The resources of the state and the clergy are 
stacked against this case and justice. In addition, it is frankly ridiculous that the ones arguing in the Cape High 
Court - against attempts to end discrimination against women - are all male! Did we not fight against the apartheid 
regime to abolish all forms of discrimination? Why is it, that 22 years into a ‘democratic dispensation’, we are still 
discussing the end of marital discrimination against women? Who does this elitist mentality benefit, and how? 
Indeed this shameful state of affairs is an indictment against those who use gender, race and religion to control 
us. It is also an indictment on our silence. 
The laws that govern marriage (1961) and divorce (1979) are pre-1994 apartheid laws. The current laws are 
thus by definition and nature discriminatory. They do not recognise Muslim marriages even now, nor customary 
unions pre-1994. What are some of the social impacts? 

·         The subjugation of women in the bantustans subsidised the super-exploitation by monopoly capital on the mines. 
·         Thousands of mineworkers died underground before 1994. The system blotted out the existence of their spouses 

by simply not recognising their custom marriages. 
·         Across the subcontinent, there are families who have been devastated by the loss of their bread winners through 

death on the mines. Billions are left unclaimed in the mine pension funds, partly due to the discriminatory migrant 
labour system. 

·         How many times has it not happened on the Cape Flats, where a Muslim male worker dies intestate (without a 
will) and in the aftermath the family gets evicted by the Council simply because the wife cannot prove that they 
were legally married? She is left homeless and destitute as the ‘master’ of the court does not recognise her right 
to whatever tiny funds were left in the estate. 

·         How many years are women spending going back and forth to the Master’s office, only to be told to wait and 
keep waiting? If they ever get anything, the value of what they get has drastically diminished. 

·         How often does it happen that the clergy rules that the surviving female spouse gets a lesser portion of inheritance 
when her husband dies intestate? 

·         How many Muslim women are traumatised by being stuck in an abusive marriage because her husband does 
not want to grant her a divorce? 

·         How can we fail to think of the life-long trauma that the female spouse is subjected to, knowing that she does 
not own the house she lives in (nor have any say over it in any way), nor will she have a place to go, should her 
husband die? What does this say about us? 

·         The common theme between the migrant labour system, custom marriages and Muslim marriages, is that the 
household tasks such as cleaning the house, washing clothes, cooking, child care, are all discounted. Often, 
both spouses work but the female is still expected to put in extra shifts at home; even where the female spouse 
does not work outside the home, her role at home, which in effect subsidizes the work of the husband, is regarded 
as worthless. 
In the opposing papers on this case in court; the Minister of Correctional Services and Justice, Masutha, has the 
nerve to argue that they oppose passing legislation ending discrimination against Muslim women because, 
according to the government, Islam allows polygamy and thus allowing any legislation recognising Muslim 
marriage, would be a breach of the conventions of CEDAW (Committee to End Discrimination against Women), 
to which SA is a signatory. Completely lost from his picture is that the President Zuma is not only polygamous, 
but the taxpayer is funding all his families; the state spends hundreds of millions to sustain tribal polygamous 
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chiefs. Meanwhile the ‘democratic’ state continues, 22 years since the advent of democracy, to subsidize the 
cheap labour system on the mines, through sustaining the bantustan areas even though they have nominally 
been abolished. 
On the other hand, Zehir Omar, the highly paid counsel for one of the respondents in the case, the Ulema Council 
of SA; argues that no law can dictate any interpretation of the Quran, that ‘the Quran is immutable’. Now why did 
Omar come before the High Court? Why did he not insist that he would only appear before a Shariah court? Why 
did he even study capitalist law, when he claims that the only law he recognises is Islamic law? Does he refuse 
to pay a traffic fine because it was not islamic law? Does he refuse to pay his taxes because it is not islamic law? 
He raises a distraction. In doing so, he refuses to acknowledge that women are discriminated against. To him, 
there is no discrimination. He does not argue for any legislation to end discrimination against Muslim and custom-
married women. 
While Omar supports polygamy and Masutha apparently opposes it, they are united on one thing - let 
discrimination against women continue. They want the patriarchal control and hidden violence over women to 
continue. 
Whether someone is married through Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu or other cultural union, the bottom line is 
that all state institutions should accept they are married and thus the laws of property, social services, divorce, 
estates, travel, etc, should hold. 
The laws recognise same-sex marriages and other non-normative unions- couples are regarded as married and 
the laws of property, estates and divorce hold. This is a step forward but has not overcome widespread 
discrimination of these unions. Couples who are married via Muslim rites are not even regarded as married, 
according to the state. Polygamous unions according to ‘customary rites’ are legal, such as the many partners 
of the President and the tribal chiefs, but not even a monogamous Muslim marriage. Such are the contradictions 
of the SA government. 
A law that ends discrimination against all women will not, on its own, end this oppression, but it would be an 
important step forward. 
 
Down with unelected chiefs 
Stop subsidizing patriarchy 
For cheap, communal eating houses 
cheap , public laundries 
Sufficient, accessible, state-funded creches 
Socialise and share household tasks  
 
It was the action of the masses in struggle that toppled the apartheid regime. It was 20 000 women who took on 
the dompass and other prejudice against them. It will take similar robust action to definitively end the system that 
sustains patriarchy and oppression of women. When the women rise, and we rise with them; the days of a post 
94 regime are numbered. Is it not long overdue? Let us flood the Cape High court on Monday 19th Sept 2016 at 
10 am and in the week from 20-24 March 2017. . Let our voices be heard. Izwe Lethu!  
 
Contact Details: workersinternational@gmail.com ph/whatsapp +27 822020617  
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We need more libraries 

Many municipalities held a library week and now parliamentary parties are coming around wanting our votes.  
 
To have a library in the communities is essential because it improves the quality of life in the 
community,provide many services that workers would have a hard time finding elsewhere;access to free books 
and having a quiet and safe place to spend time to read or study.Thus to close down several libraries in the 
working class communities is contrary to the basic human right of freedom to access to information and the 
promoting of life-long learning and has denied the communities the culture of reading.  The capitalist state has 
closed down several libraries in working class areas such as in Cape Town, for example, in Gleemore, 
Kewtown and Bokmakierie. So while there are little resources and recreation centres or hardly any, the youth 
have no activities to occupy them,live in overcrowded conditions  and small house thus have no space to read 
or study  or for that matter, time to think .So the environment they find themselves in, starts to turn them to 
gangs and drugs. 
 
Our demand to the capitalist state is the re-opening of the libraries where they have been closed down and we 
demand the building of more libraries for each area, for the promotion of the culture of reading and 
dissemination of literature,and put more resources where some libraries are lacking. All libraries should also 
have free wifi and sufficient computers. 
 
Forward to Socialism 

Revolt in France- In place of the Euro football, let’s up 
our game for a Socialist Europe and world 
We salute the workers and youth in France, who have been in uprising for 3 months now. The struggle has 
reached a crucial phase. The railway workers are on strike since the start of June and the pilot unions threaten 
a shutdown from 11th June, during the heart of the Euro soccer tournament, which starts on the 10th. Many oil 
refineries are still shut but the regime has moved to smash open the lines. They have started to arrest many 
activists but the strike is still strong. The French govt is asking for the games not to be disturbed while they are 
desperate to cut a deal with the union leaders to call off the uprising. The capitalists have a problem in that the 
unions are not in control of the uprising, even though the mass media is portraying a picture as if the CGT (the 
main trade union federation) is leading the revolt.  
 
The French working class are taking giant steps closer towards being on par with the Syrian and Palestinian 
masses who have long been isolated in their struggles against imperialism-capitalism.  
 
The struggles in France are political, the very regime is threatened. Before we can suggest a possible way 
forward, we have to attempt to unpack the underlying developments and the different class forces at work.  
 
Why did the French bourgeoisie consider it necessary to launch this attack on the masses at this 
moment? 

1. Greece has shown them that the new left parties either were too weak or, in the case of Syriza, were 
willing agents to implement the attacks on the masses. The New Anti-capitalist party and the Front de 
Gauche supported the election of Hollande and the Socialist Party, which is now running France. With 
the left under control, the European bourgeoisie decided that France would be their next target and that 
they would get away with these attacks; 

2. The capitalists were working hard to get the French trade unions to accept these proposals; indeed, 
recently, these same union leaders had accepted other measures watering down the hard won gains of 
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the working class. The leadership of one of the 3 main federations, the CFDT, actually accepted the 
new labour law and has been actively opposing strike action;  

3. There is still a state of emergency and the capitalists were calculating that these would be enough to 
scare the masses not to protest 

4. There has been a growing support, even among the youth for the fascist party of Le Pen 
5. In the past struggles, the capitalists simply waited for the workers to become exhausted and then they 

cut deals with the union leaders; they hoped to do the same now; 
6. Like in Greece and Spain where the youth occupied the squares, the capitalists calculated that the 

youth revolt could be contained in amorphous chatter of ideas; 
7. They calculated that the youth love soccer so much as to be distracted by the Euro tournament rather 

than take up a labour issue, after all, they were not even in work yet; thus capitalists hoped to split the 
young worker and other youth from the rest of the working class.  

 
How have the actual events unfolded 

1. In March there were spontaneous protests organised by the youth against the new labour law; this led 
to the development of a new youth movement, ‘Nuit Debout’, which the media first called , ‘Up all night’, 
later they were forced by events to call it ‘Night uprising’ 

2. These protests spread to other sectors and led to the oil refineries coming out on strike; these refineries 
were blockaded by the youth and the workers; thus the ‘all night uprising’ became in many cases, ‘a 
night and day uprising’. Millions of the masses joined the protests and the majority of the masses 
support the uprising; 

3. The regime became scared and tried to buy off the students by offering more funding for their studies- 
through this they hoped to split the youth from the workers, hoping the workers would become isolated 
and that the union leaders would take control and then sellout as they had many times before. This did 
not work; 

4. The youth have a long tradition of youth structures and national linkages- this helped to take the 
struggle nationally, from the outset; 

5. The union leaders of the FO and CGT hastily joined the barricades in order not to be exposed in the 
eyes of the masses; they even posed for pictures of them throwing tyres on the barricades; the press 
played along, building up the image of the trade union leaders; their hope is still that these leaders 
would gain enough credibility to control and betray the struggle.  

6. The right wing party of Le Pen was losing support so fast that even they had to distance themselves 
from the new law that the government proposed; 

7. The govt lost so much support in parliament that it used an executive law to bypass discussion; 
nevertheless, the parliament failed to pass a vote of no confidence in the government, which exposes 
its true role, namely as being an executive of the capitalist class; 

8. The workers have joined protests across union affiliations; in reality there are action committees 
developing at each workplace and even at universities and high schools; (these need to be extended 
and coordinated nationally). 

9. The workers and youth have shown that they are far to the left of the unions and the parties of the left in 
France; they have moved to shut down the Euro soccer tournament, the government and union leaders 
have a choice, either scrap the law, which they are not prepared to do as this would embolden the 
masses, or the govt can live through the Euro and crack down hard on the masses; already they have 
massed 90 000 troops  and police at the stadia to crush any attempted disruption of the tournament.  

 
Some suggestions for the way forward 

1. It is rather difficult to make suggestions from halfway around the world and without a clear idea of the 
changing moods of the masses, so we offer only broad outlines: 

2. We support your call to stop the tournament if the law is not withdrawn. The bourgeoisie would love 
worker to fight worker, so why not consider calling meetings with the soccer fans in an extended 
session of ‘Nuit Debout’ to discuss how the 35 hour work week can be extended throughout Europe 
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and even to the places colonised by the imperialist centres; surely here is a way to immediately create 
hundreds of thousands of jobs for the youth ? what about discussing measures how to cut off the 
lifeline of trade and arms for the Assad regime as well as the Israeli regime. What measures can be 
taken to accommodate refugees on the basis of equal pay for equal work of equal value and full rights. 
Why not ask the soccer teams to declare their solidarity with the masses and against the labour law? 
What about steps to disband the colonial French franc which is used to exploit colonies of French 
imperialism around the world. Why not discuss ways to achieve a Socialist Europe and Socialist 
colonies and Socialist -ex-colonies? If the European parliament and ECB is supporting these attacks on 
the masses, what about setting up an alternate workers power? What about scrapping the austerity 
programmes in Greece and elsewhere? Some parties have called for a build up to the 14th June when 
the Senate will ratify or amend or reject the new labour law. Consideration for also building up to this 
day, or even the day before as well, should be considered but first the focus is on shutting down the 
Euro tournament and linking hands with the visitors from different countries.  

3. Note that the state of emergency has nothing to do with isis and everything to do with crushing working 
class dissent; side by side with action committees of the strike, therefore we need to consider 
committees of self defence against the state violence.  

4. It is in these extended assemblies of workers and youth at every workplace  and in the centres where 
the fans have gathered that the next steps in the mass action campaign against the French and 
European regimes can be decided; do not allow the CGT and FO leaders to decide for you. If 
parliament has failed to stop the law, let the masses start steps to set up a workers’ parliament. The 
heroes of the 1871 Commune need to be remembered and steps taken to set up a workers’ republics 
across Europe and beyond.  

5. Let us also draw the lesson that we need to unite activists into a revolutionary working class party with 
sections in every country on the globe. This is a pre-condition to the successful struggle for Socialism.  

8.6.2016 
Workers International Vanguard League/Party   Whatsapp, sms, call +27 822020617 
workersinternational@gmail.com  
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Universities are violent, untransformed places 

Universities are spaces of extreme violence. It’s 22 years since the start of a democratic dispensation in South 
Africa. Has there really been any fundamental change at universities?  
 
Democracy should imply that the chains of bondage are broken and that there is a culture of inclusiveness; 
that the masses have a real say in the running of everything.  
 
Five monopolies still control the wealth (Anglo American, Liberty Life, Sanlam, Old Mutual, Rembrandt). The 
rate of theft by these monopolies has accelerated since 1994. Sam Ashman, , Ben Fine and Susan Newman 
(2011, Journal of Southern African Studies) report that trillions of rands have been carried off by the mining 
monopolies before and since 1994. In 2007 (in the Mbeki era) the monopolies carried off 23% of GDP through 
transfer pricing. That is over R600bn in 2007 alone. These funds could have paid for free, quality health care, 
integrated, quality houses for all, free, quality education for all and still have plenty of funds remaining. Has the 
government lifted a finger to tackle this scale of theft and violence? No. Thousands of lives have been lost due 
to preventable diseases of poverty. Is this not massive, barbaric violence? Why are Anglo American and other 
monopolies not labelled thugs and murderers? Why are they not arrested and denied bail? UNCTAD reported 
in July 2016 that the gold mines had taken virtually all the gold out of the country since 2000, without declaring 
it, some $ 113 bn (over R1,4 trillion). The government has not even launched an investigation into this theft. In 
2014 the declared profits by companies was R660 bn,  most of which was carried offshore.  
 
Instead of tackling the thieving mine bosses, the government has reduced the tax on profits from 45% to 28%. 
In the 2016 Budget Review the state collected only R185 bn from company profits; if they had kept company 
tax at apartheid levels, they would have collected R112 bn more, last year alone.  
 
So while the company taxes on profits have drastically been cut and the mines are stealing much more, the 
state has, since 2000, reduced allocations to tertiary education. At the same time, the state is allowing more 
and more, private universities and schools to operate. BEE capitalists have been given contracts for 
outsourced services at universities and in industry.  
 
Still, 22 years after the advent of democracy, millions live in shacks, more than half of the employed workers 
are casualised, millions more are unemployed, some 40% of the workforce; the clinics and public health 
infrastructure are in a state of collapse.  
 
Meanwhile, more than 50% of the students who start school do not even reach matric. Only 25% of those who 
enter university, actually qualify with degrees and diplomas, only a slight increase on the days of apartheid. 
More than 60% of those who receive the NSFAS loans do not complete their studies. In other words, 
universities are based on mass exclusions. More than 60% of university staff are casual/contract or temporary. 
The structure of learning is thus based on super-exploitation of labour, both manual and intellectual. Research 
projects are completely dependent on the crumbs from big capital, who can dictate what must be studied and 
what cut out. UCT and others claim to be research universities but have no funds for a study on the relation of 
vehicle exhaust emissions and the breathing problems many youth face. There are no funds to look into the 
relation between workplace factors and occupational injuries,, no funds for looking into the impact of GMO 
foods on the human body and on other animals. The contribution of Southern African people to mathematical 
knot theory (SONA geometry) is just expunged from history. Just how relevant is the education that the 
university leaderships are keen on getting on track? For those benefit is it really?  
 
Are doctors being prepared to be health care practitioners or sub agencies of the main international drug 
monopolies?  
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Is the low graduation rate not tied to the massive inequality in capitalist society? How can you really expect real 
learning to take place in the midst of mass hunger and homelessness? Is the current university system not just 
a means of justifying the massive inequality? [You don’t have a degree therefore you cannot do anything and 
you will be paid peanuts vs I have a degree therefore I can expect to be paid much more than you]. Hamilton 
Naki performed the first heart transplant but Chris Barnard gets the credit. A block of flats in a township being 
named after Naki is all that the system acknowledges, yet here was a man without formal education but who 
could take on the highest knowledge of science. This exposes the education as being capitalist, based 
fundamentally on the splitting of manual and intellectual labour. The system justifies that if you can do the 
intellectual labour, you get paid highly and this knowledge is protected for few of the middle class that keep the 
system of exploitation running. If you are a manual labourer, the system tries to imprint on us that this person is 
unthinking and thus incapable of doing anything. Reality is that without workers, nothing will move; workers are 
the backbone of wealth creation but are enslaved by the capitalist system. How many workers are out there 
who can do highly skilled work but do not have the papers?  
 
The university system is based on systemic exclusions, they are fund collecting agencies for a section of the 
upper middle class; they are used to justify inequality. In 2007 the UCT Business school justified the high 
increase in Eskom fees to justify the fake coal build programme. Thus the role of universities is to keep the 
system of super-exploitation intact. Even the very same middle class that pass through the graduation gates 
are subject to oppression by the very monopoly capitalist class that employs them and uses them to keep 
exploitation rolling. The singer Mandoza, who was quite rich from his music sales, yet he was kept waiting 3 
hours before an ambulance arrived. Could his death, and that of thousands of others not have been 
prevented? The collapse of the hospital and health system is part of the capitalist plan to promote private 
health care. Big capital will use the middle class and then dump them in the name of profits.  
 
Students and workers challenging the exploitative role of universities and of the foundations of 
capitalist society itself 
 
By students posing the demand for free, decolonised education means that they are challenging the very 
foundations on which capitalist rule sustains itself, namely through a cheap labour economy based on the 
extraction of raw materials by imperialist monopolies.  
 
It follows then that in order for a sustained challenge to the system to happen, the demands have to be clarified 
and broadened, to unite the student mass with the broader working class. Without the involvement of the 
broader working class, the student movement on its own stands to be crushed. It is critical that the struggle be 
extended, in action and demands.  
 
A march of students and workers went to the Chamber of Mines this past week. This was a great step forward 
to uniting with the industrial worker. The demand should be made for the Mines to open their books to subject 
them to student and worker scrutiny. The impunity of the monopoly capitalists must end. The demand should 
be made to the capitalist class to  ‘bring back the money’, they stole over the years.  
 
It needs to be clarified that the call to Socialise the mines and banks, under workers control, is not only for free, 
decolonised education but for decent, integrated housing for all, for an end to all casualization, for free, quality 
health care for all, for universities that play a positive role in the fundamental transformation of society, ie to 
end all forms of exploitation and oppression.  
 
You cannot have a decolonised education in a colonised society. You cannot have liberatory education 
while the masses are in chains. We need fundamental change. Thus we need to build unity in struggle 
with the working class.  
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On the threat to close the universities and the militarization of the campuses 
Eleven UKZN youth are in prison, side by side with murderers and rapists; they are denied bail; their only crime 
is standing up for free education and for campuses to be demilitarized. Yet the police who committed the 
Marikana massacre, 4 years ago, have not even been charged. One of the culprits is actually the Vice 
President of the country. The BLF has ‘forgiven’ the President for Nkandla; are they also forgiving the 
perpetrators of the Marikana massacre? Are they also forgiving the police shooting and arrests of students on 
our campuses? Are they forgiving the VC’s for expelling student leaders? The struggle is black-centred in the 
sense that the bonds of slave relations still exist today. However, Marikana shows that you cannot say black = 
comrade. We are closer to our fellow white worker and student than to the government and the mining bosses.  
 
Universities ultimately serve the Chamber of Mines and thus the instruction to shut the campuses and teach 
the students a lesson comes directly and indirectly from the mining monopolies. They want to claim that society 
can just carry on without the universities but the very fabric of modern life depends on the development of 
science and culture that universities represent; it is the capitalist class that restricts its function to be a prop in 
the exploitation machinery.  
 
The apartheid government closed schools and universities as one of their methods of attempting to crush 
resistance to it; how ironic that the ANC government is resorting to the same methods that they swore ‘ never, 
never again’.  
 
There are also 48 students in Nigeria who have also been expelled for spearheading the cause for free 
education and an end to corruption by government. Indeed, the same imperialist monopolies that control South 
Africa also play a large part in the control and plunder of Nigeria.  
 
The capitalists who plunder SA and Nigeria and the rest of Africa, roam free but the ones who challenge the 
system are labelled ‘illegitimate thugs’. The same type of demonization of the masses occurs in Syria and 
elsewhere. Syria is an important example as imperialism is showing the masses that if we rise up, our fate will 
be like the Syrians, with the country being carpet-bombed into submission. On the other hand, the forces 
leading the resistance to the state violence have not yet realised that we are all part of the same world wide 
proletarian army; still we only see our struggles through national blinkers, as if the repression that is happening 
to us is SA-specific. This is totally wrong; the imperialists study all struggles and draw the lessons to assist 
them to crush resistance on the planet. The masses in Syria, DRC and Palestine are being severely repressed; 
Aleppo is being carpet-bombed by the Russian partners of US imperialism; yet we are largely silent on the 
defence of those masses in struggle.  
 
Capitalism organises a world system of plunder; we need to unite in struggle with our fellow masses all over 
the planet. The masses in Africa are so plundered and exploited that our fate is inter-connected with those in 
the imperialist centres. Africa has been deliberately de-industrialised; the economy in Africa is deliberately 
suppressed and made dependent on the imperialist centres. How can a Zimbabwe, where the masses were 
the first to stand up against an ex-liberation movement, with a 90% unemployment rate, survive if the workers 
take power there? Their fate depends on the workers taking power through their own mass action methods in 
Britain and the USA and indeed here in SA. They, we need an international Socialist revolution.  
 
We need to consider creative means of continuing the fight to unite the masses against the system of 
exploitation. The UKZN students have raised the call of a study-in, outside of formal classes, at the open 
spaces of the university, while campuses are still under police or security lockdown; the French students raised 
the call for a night time uprising, gathering in squares and open spaces after class and mobilising against the 
attacks of the state. They raised demands to shorten the working week so as to share the work among all who 
can work, for the socialisation of the mines and banks.  
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We all want our campuses to open but having police and armed security, who have their hands dripping with 
the blood of mineworkers and of the masses in the DRC, this is very difficult.  
It is time to put a definitive end to the violence on our campuses:  
Expropriation of the mining monopolies and banks, without compensation to the capitalists, to be 
placed under workers control, is the centre. Release all arrested students and drop the charges against 
all the student protestors from SA to Nigeria. Reinstate all expelled and suspended students; End 
casualization at all workplaces; Free, quality, integrated housing and health care, shorten the working 
week to share all work among all who can work; free, decolonised education for all.      
 
For joint committees of struggle of high school and university and TVET college students, together 
with factory and mine worker committees, irrespective of union or party affiliation.  
 
WIVP/L 3.10.2016 
workersinternational@gmail.com ph/sms/whatsApp +27 822020617 

Mayday 2016 WIVL/P statement 

There are many places on the globe where the class struggle has greatly intensified. In France the youth and 
workers in their millions are in the streets; in Egypt the masses begin to rise against the Sisi dictatorship; in 
Yemen, the revolt against the capitalist regime continues; in Brazil the masses are rising against the PT-led 
regime. The recent strike by Palestinian teachers is a reflection of the masses breaking from the Palestinian 
Authority. Our focus is on the Syrian revolution as this is where the class struggle has reached the stage of civil 
war which has been raging since 2011 and there are so many lessons for the world working class. We stand 
with the Syrian revolutionary masses against the Assad regime and all the imperialist and imperialist-backed 
forces.  
 
From about 2011 there opened a period of intensified world revolt against all capitalist regimes. What was 
absent was the necessary leadership that could have taken the struggles to the point of the working class 
conquering power. Regimes in Greece, Portugal, Spain, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Bolivia, Ukraine, even 
in the USA and Israel, and elsewhere all came under threat. Leaders in Tunisia, Libya and Egypt were toppled 
but used the inexperience of the masses to infiltrate the resistance movements and place its own agents at the 
head. Thus while leaders were overthrown, the capitalist regimes were kept intact. All these regimes are still 
unstable as the masses are still on the march. This is the background to the current situation in Syria. 
Imperialism is desperate to stop the wave of toppling their agents. They have chosen Syria to send a message 
to the masses of the world. They have concentrated all the reactionary forces against the masses. They would 
prefer to reduce Syria to a pile of ashes rather than allow Assad to be toppled. If imperialism were to allow 
Assad to be toppled, the next could be the Israeli state or even Saudi Arabia.  
 
How imperialism maintains control in Syria 

1. It is important to remember that the Assad regime came to power through a military coup; this was to 
pre-empt the masses from taking power into their own hands. This military regime, under the fig leaf of 
limited elections, has long been sustained by imperialism; 

2. The CIA and Assad have collaborated in hosting torture prisons in Syria. See for example 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/globalizing-torture-20120205.pdf 

3. The 2 Communist Parties are part of the Syrian regime and have played a decisive role in justifying to 
the masses that the Assad regime is not a dictatorship but democratic; these CP’s have also decisively 
divided the masses so that a significant number have not participated in the revolt against the regime.  

4. Just as it happened in Libya, a number of generals have been deployed by imperialism to the 
opposition in order to bring it under control and to ensure that any revolt maintains the capitalist regime; 
these generals are part of the leadership of the Free Syrian Army, which has also grouped within it 
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independent militias and some of the internationalist brigades; thus the Free Syrian Army has contested 
leadership as not all the independent brigades and militias are totally aligned to it; 

5. Imperialism created the Al Nusrah Front and Isis to destabilise the resistance from within. Isis has set 
its aim to NOT march on Damascus and has attacked the very resistance that is fighting Assad; Assad 
initially bought oil from isis to give it funds for weapons etc; the Saudi regime has funded isis and the 
weapons drops from US imperialism conveniently landed up in the hands of isis. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/11051566/How-Assad-helped-the-rise-of-
his-foe-Isil.html .  

6. To cover its support for the Assad regime, the israeli regime ‘bombed’ Syria but actually just bombed a 
chicken coop. This was to build up the profile of Assad as if he was an anti-imperialist. (check out the 
photos) http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2319645/Israel-attacks-Syria-Scenes-devastation-left-
rockets-Syria-pledges-retaliation-declaration-war.html  . Imperialism has a clear picture of where all the 
Assad forces are and where the Iranian and Hezbollah troops are- if they wanted to, they could have 
wiped them out. Instead, imperialism is focused mainly on stopping the masses from taking power, thus 
they will make a show of selected targets to posture as if they are really against Assad, meanwhile 
imperialism is his strongest supporter; 

7. Iranian militias and Hezbollah have deployed in Syria to help crush the masses; 
8. The Russian invasion was to support the Assad regime to prevent it being overthrown by the masses; 

here we see the real role of BRICS, namely to do the dirty work of imperialism when their direct 
intervention is either discredited or prevented by political pressure on home soil; 

9. US imperialism gave the Free Syrian Army a limited number of weapons, this was to build up the 
prestige of their agents within, the generals and as a show to their own masses on home soil that they 
were doing something against Assad. This was merely an insurance so that no matter which side wins, 
imperialism is still in control; in this case the first aim of imperialism is to sustain Assad in his position 
and to strike a blow, not only against the Syrian masses but to attempt to give a psychological blow 
against the masses of the world that this war of attrition is what awaits us should the masses try to 
establish their own rule by revolutionary means.  

10. Although trade with Syria is limited, imperialism still ensures the Syrian regime has enough to survive. 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_113451.pdf .  

 
The way forward 
The local lessons are clear enough in that imperialism will build up forces to betray the masses from within, 
when their traditional agents are discredited. The lessons of Ukraine and Egypt shows that where the masses 
are not strong and organised enough, imperialism will impose a fascist regime. However the fascist regimes 
are always unstable and by no means closes the path of revolutionary overthrow of such regimes. There is a 
long legacy within the masses of fighting against fascistic regimes and historical memory of this has not been 
wiped out.  
 
The shift from the slogan : ‘Zuma must fall’ to ‘Zuma must go’ marks a shift to the right in the mass resistance 
against the capitalist regime, on the side of the leadership. ‘Fall’ is closer to the notion of regime change, 
whereas ‘go’ implies that one agent will be replaced by another, while the same system remains intact. The 
EFF leaders are being built up by imperialism to play the role of diverting the revolutionary masses back onto 
the path of parliamentarism. The EFF notion of 50% partnership with big capital has been tried in Zambia and 
only places the state as a hostage of big capital. Compensation for expropriation must be paid (according to 
the capitalist Consititution) and funds for this will  no doubt be borrowed from the very capitalist being 
‘expropriated’- thus the imperialists still win and remain in control. If the EFF is cast aside by the masses, the 
Numsa leaders are preparing a new ANC without the ANC (still based on the Freedom Charter).  
 
The world drive to equate critiquing zionism with anti-semitism is a reflection of the rightward shift of the 
capitalist forces. This trend must be combated tooth and nail.  
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In the semi-colonial countries, from Syria, to Palestine, to South Africa, the call for an unfettered Constituent 
Assembly remains relevant. In Syria and historic Palestine this has to be based on the return and full 
participation of all refugees. In all cases the masses need to be organised at factory, farm, mine, residential 
area, street level, irrespective of religious belief, union or party affiliation, workers committees, with councils of 
delegates based on strict proportion, subject to instant recall and earning the wage of an average skilled 
worker. Only such councils can guarantee the re-organization of society and even the convening of the 
Constituent Assembly. On the other hand in the imperialist centres the task of these councils of worker 
delegates places workers’ power immediately on the agenda.  
 
However, these revolutionary processes need the establishment of revolutionary workers’ parties in every 
corner of the globe, united in a revolutionary international.  
 
Such is the task posed to the masses on this Mayday 2016.  
 
Workers of the world unite; we have nothing to lose but our chains and a world to win.  
Workers International Vanguard League/Party 
www.workersinternational.org.za 
Email workersinternational@gmail.com  
ph/sms/whatsApp +27 822020617  
1.05.2016  

We Call upon the Austrian State to Drop the Charges 
against Michael Pröbsting! 

We are quite sure that the Austrian Constitution stands for the highest democratic values. We are quite 
confident that Michael Pröbsting does not support terrorism in any way and that he stands for the fullest 
democratic values. What we cannot understand is why an organ of your state is now charging him. Indeed, we 
would like to know the names of the people who are behind such charges so that they can be brought to book 
for their biased actions. They appear to be the modern-day proponents of apartheid and indeed an 
international campaign should be launched to expose their actions and inactions.  
 
In South Africa we have experience of those state agencies who promoted apartheid under the guise of 
democracy or of ‘fighting terrorism’. Let us explain: 
 

1. Was the 1948 war by zionist gangs in historic Palestine, that expelled over 700 000 villagers, not an act 
of sedition? This committee is silent on this. Pröbsting is not promoting the expelling of anyone but 
promoting that everyone live in peace, irrespective of their religious beliefs. 

2. Where are the final borders of Israel? In short, there are none. Despite the ruling by the International 
Court of Justice in 2004 that the wall being built by Israel in and around the West Bank is illegal, such 
wall continues to be extended and every month more and more Palestinian land is expropriated. The 
agency charging Pröbsting is silent on this. Israel has illegally annexed the Golan Heights; should such 
borders go unchallenged? Once more silence from the Austrian agency that is supposed to defend the 
democratic values of the Constitution. The Gaza area in 1948 was much bigger than it is now. The 
Austrian agency says nothing about this. 

3. The are many resolutions by the UN on Israel’s violations of international law yet the Austrian 
committee says nothing about this. There are a number of Austrian politicians that visit Israel who do 
and say nothing about these violations by Israel. Is this not undermining the Constitution? UN resolution 
194 (III) guarantees the right of return of the 5 million Palestinian refugees. Israel refuses to allow 
this.  This same UN resolution guarantees the right of all Palestinians to unfettered access to 
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Jerusalem yet Israel breaches this condition too. The same resolution guarantees respect and 
unfettered access for all religious sites but Israel regularly breaches this. Israel recently denied nuns 
access to the Holy Sepulchre church in Jerusalem but once again the Austrian agency is silent on this 
as are the Austrian politicians 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=466699260206767&set=pcb.466699286873431&type=3&th
eater . The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is surrounded by Israeli checkpoints, in violation of 
International law, but once again, silence from the Austrian agency.  

4. Israel has hundreds of political prisoners kept for years without being charged. This is another 
contravention of international law. Silence from the agency. 

5. Israel has bombed Gaza several times, targeting civilians, many of them women and children. They 
killed several unarmed activists on the Mavi Marmara. Silence from the agency. Several unarmed 
civilians are recently being killed at random in the West Bank. The Austrian agency sits on their hands.  

6. Gaza is under illegal blockade since 2006; after the destruction in 2014, reconstruction work is being 
deliberately delayed. Silence from the agency.  

7. There are hundreds of checkpoints in the West Bank, which is still being illegally occupied. Silence from 
the agency. There are even separate roads for Israelis and Palestinians in areas of the West Bank. 
What Israel is doing is much worse than apartheid. Silence from the agency.  

 

In short by charging Pröbsting you are rewarding terrorism by the Israeli state and rewarding its undemocratic 
actions. Charging Pröbsting is tantamount to an act of sedition against Palestine. We stand by all Palestinians 
in their quest for justice and full democracy. We and are sure, Pröbsting, stands for a state, where the 
Palestinian refugees are allowed to return and all people, irrespective of their religious belief, live in peace. 
Such was Palestine pre-1948. Palestine was one of the few countries that opened their land and resources to 
the Jewish refugees that were fleeing the Nazi terror. What did the Austrian state do?  
 

We call for Israeli terror to be held to account and for all charges to be dropped against Pröbsting.  
 

Workers International Vanguard League 
2 May 2016 

 

The freedom of Syria and Palestine require the defeat of imperialism and their puppets, such as Assad  
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Internationale 
 

Arise ye workers from your slumbers 
Arise ye prisoners of want 

For reason in revolt now thunders 
And at last ends the age of cant. 
Away with all your superstitions 

Servile masses arise, arise 
We'll change henceforth the old tradition 

And spurn the dust to win the prize. 
 

So comrades, come rally 
And the last fight let us face 

The Internationale unites the human race. 
 

So comrades, come rally 
And the last fight let us face 

 The Internationale unites the human race.  
 

No saviour from on high delivers 
No faith have we in prince or peer 

Our own right hand the chains must shiver 
Chains of hatred, greed and fear 

E'er the thieves will out with their booty 
And give to all a happier lot. 

Each at the forge must do their duty 
And we'll strike while the iron is hot. 
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