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Resolution on Brazil

Whereas: 

1. The imperialist capitalist system is bankrupt, but while workers have always been penniless under capitalism, it is now the profits of that bunch of parasites of the world finance oligarchy, that are in deep crisis.

For the bourgeoisie not to fall in the abyss, it will download the full weight of the crisis on the backs of the working class. In order to do this, all the bourgeois gangs are in agreement: to attack the whole working class and the exploited masses with greater unemployment, higher taxes, inflation, high cost of living, and against the ones who want to fight against the bourgeoisie, they attack with repression, jail, and death. 

2. From the end of 2008, when it was clear that the capitalist crisis that started in 2007 would affect the Brazilian economy very much, a unified front at the top was created by the Brazilian bourgeoisie, comprising all the fractions of the bureaucracy: from the most pro capitalist fractions within the trade union federation, the CUT - complete with ministers and public officials in the government of the popular front, direct agents and main supporters of the social pact of Lula- together with the rightwing union Forca Sindical, to the left ones such as Conlutas and Intersindical as well. 

The Popular Front government, with Lula at the head, said that the crisis belonged to the imperialist powers USA, Europe, and Japan and this would not affect the Brazilian economy much since it was armoured and protected by the 200 billion dollars of international reserves accumulated in the last years.  According to Lula’s speech, the capitalist crisis will be seen in Brazil only as a small wave.
3. Supporting Lula’s position, were all the popular front parties, the PT (Workers Party) and CP (Communist Party) of Brazil and also the most corrupted sectors of the union bureaucracy such as in the CUT, Forca Sindical, CTB, UGT, CGTB, so on. These sectors claimed that the government should give compensation to the capitalists, especially the ones linked to production as the big industry, commerce and agriculture. They also proclaimed that the government should discipline the finance sector in order to avoid the financial bubble that had already exploded in the imperialist centres. 

The union bureaucracy agreed with the popular front to guarantee that the capitalists could download the effects of the crisis onto the working class. All the speeches that the crisis would not affect the Brazilian economy was a smokescreen aimed to disarm the workers resistance. These arguments were quickly ended when the index of the stock exchange fell by almost 50%, as well as when a rapid devaluation of the currency (Real related to Dollar) occurred, where it lost near 50% of its value, going from R$ 1.60 to R$ 2.40. Those losses and devaluation of the Real made the bourgeoisie and the Lula Government panic. Facing the panic that was already widespread in the country, Lula, rapidly distributed compensation to the capitalists that reached R $ 300 billion following the examples of the different imperialist governments, such as USA, Europe, Japan and also of semi colonial countries such as India, Russia, China. 

Lula promoted the idea that with this compensation he could delay and cushion, at least temporarily, the effects of the attacks of the bourgeoisie in the form of lay-offs, furloughs (reduction of working days and payments), companies’ closures, “voluntary retirement”, etc. The massive attacks against the working class has accelerated in January this year, when thousands were laid off- then, reaching 2 million  dismissals- with more furloughs (forced leave without pay) and salary-reductions, collective holidays, so on.  

4. As paramedics to the capitalists, the union bureaucracy rushed to negotiate hundreds of agreements giving away the gains of the working class in the last period, in the name of a supposed job security. At the same time that they betrayed the working class with the worst possible agreements, the union bureaucracy rushed to ask for the popular front’s support, so that Lula intercedes with the bosses to prevent the layoffs. Firstly, Lula affirmed that the bosses were taking advantage of the crisis to remove  workers’ rights, but later even though the multi billion compensation was given to the capitalists, Lula said that he could not intervene in internal questions of the companies, corroborating and supporting all the capitalists’ attacks under his own command. 

5. The renegades of Trotskyism did not have a much different position to that of the different fractions of the bureaucracy. PSOL, where all the renegades are, such as Mandelist as Heloisa Helea, Morenists as Baba of CST, etc, said that the crisis was not a crisis of the capitalism but a finance crisis caused by the non-regulation of markets and the sub-prime bubble. Those renegades behaved as counsellors (advisors) of the popular front, proposing measures for greater regulation of the financial markets, as well as for giving priority to so-called “productive investments”, defending a program that was ‘developmentalist’ in character, they focused their actions on parliamentary demands like a bill proposing changes in financial regulations to ‘curb the excesses’ of the financial markets. 

6. The rightward evolution of the Conlutas/PSTU and Intersindical/PSOL in Brazil is shown by their role in creating a single united front with the far right bureaucracy. This alliance (Conlutas and Intersindical with CUT and Fuerza Sindical) was decisive in causing the defeats suffered by the proletariat in these first six months of 2009. Conlutas and Intersindical, in the WSF (World Social Forum) meeting in Belen at the beginning of 2009, called for the “rejection” of the Pact of Union Action (PAS-Pacto de Acción Sindical) signed by CUT (PT), Fuerca Sindical (PDT), CTB (CP of Brazil), CGTB and UGT. This pact by the union bureaucracy supported Lula’s government and his policy that the working class pay for the capitalist crisis. What the Conlutas and Intersindical said in words, were not what they did in practice. 
It inaction of the Conlutas/PSTU and Intersindical bureaucracy was exposed when they allowed more than 5000 layoffs in Embraer and GM in San Jose dos Campos, in the metallurgic union branch led by Conlutas/PSTU, without a fight. This is the signal that they are part of the PAS bureaucracy that together with CUT and Fuerca Sindical bureaucracy, all of them, have led the working class to defeat in the face of brutal attacks by the capitalists.  

In this way, the social pact regime and the Lula popular front government were reinforced, and they left the vanguard’s hands tied so it could be smashed and in this way, Lula could pose as the new star of the G20. This PAS implementation is what allows the Brazilian bourgeoisie to launch greater attacks on the public workers of San Pablo, hand in hand with Serra and PSDB (Social Democrat Brazilian Party). Therefore, they have left the working class without the leaderhip to react against the bosses’ attacks. In fact the leaders are the ones who hold the working class back from resisting the attacks from the capitalists.
7. Therefore, Lula in the name of the entire gang of slavemasters, downloads the capitalist attacks on the exploited masses and negotiates together with the other slave semicolonial bourgeoisie gathered in “B.R.I.C” (Brazil-Russia-India-China), since the social pact regime guarantees that in the face of the crisis, Brazil should continue to be the most stable country in Latin America as it concentrates 80% of the foreign investments in the region, located to the South of Rio Bravo. Those businesses are guaranteed by the blood, flesh, muscle and bones of the South American workers, with 2 million workers sacked, with 60 million unemployed workers enslaved in a huge industrial reserve army, who regularly are taken on and dismissed from the production lines. These are the consequences of the actions of the left reformist currents of the renegades of Trotskyism and the “re-organization” of several sectors of the bureaucracy, that will take one more step forward very soon, due to the “merger” of Conlutas with Intersindical. 
8. In the struggle of the non-teaching staff, the workers, together the combative students in the University of San Pablo-USP- once again, the traitorous role of the Intersindical and Conlutas bureaucracy was exposed because they created the conditions for the isolation of the fight of the workers and students of USP, Unicamp and UESP, after the defeat of the industrial workers, on whom the sliding scale of layoffs, closures, suspensions and wage cuts was imposed. The policy of the united front with the bureaucracy created the isolation of the struggles and the conditions for Serra (the Social Democrat Sao Pablo Governor) to send the army to the university and repress the strikers with the full agreement of Lula and the PT. It was PSTU/LIT, supported by PSOL and LER-QI, who did everything possible to abort the unification process of the struggles by not calling a general strike by workers, teachers and students of the 3 universities. Instead  they limited the struggle within the terrain of USP, since PSOL, LER-QI, Causa Operaria and the other renegades refused to raise up a united front proposal to regroup the ranks of our class to prepare to respond to the attack by the government.  

They were the obstacle to transforming this combat into a reference point for all the workers who were resisting the capitalist attacks, and to achieve this, they raised a policy of democratic front, raising the demand for the withdrawal of the police from the USP, the dismissal of the Dean Suely Vilela and calling for a new election for Dean at the university, “in the framework of the current legislation”. All of them have concentrated their fight against Serra, welcoming the solidarity of Lulista bureaucrats, such as Eduardo Suplicy and Aloisio Mercadante, with the strikers. Applying this policy of the democratic front, they called on workers to trust the “democratic” Lula to confront Serra and thereby conquer their demands: they showed absolute cynicism by deceiving the workers, as this attack on them was just and extension of the attacks led by the anti worker government of PT and CUT, and resulted in a brutal repression led by Serra in agreement with Lula, against the workers and students of USP. Before this repressive attack of the government, they were unwilling to urgently launch the setting up of self defence committees of workers and students! And they were unwilling to launch a tripartite University Governing structure –of student, workers and teachers-, with the majority of students!

All the renegades of Trotskyism, together with the Stalinists, have conspired once again against the working class so that a class program would not to be raised against the bosses attack, being aware of the great forces that could have been united. The united front of the bureaucracies of CUT, Fuerca Sindical, Conlutas, Intersindical, etc., with MST and UNE and the help of LER-QI, Causa Operaria, LBI, etc, try to prevent this real workers unity in action from happening, by all means at their disposal.

9. CONLUTAS/PSTU refused to lead or orient any struggle against the layoffs, with strikes, factory occupation, and so on. Their policy is only to call on all the treacherous union bureaucracies to put pressure on the parliamentary Chambers in favour of a bill for the reduction of the working week to 40 hours without reduction in salaries,  while saying that the struggle for the 36 hours without reduction in salary and rights, must be promoted within these very same capitalist institutions. This, they claimed, “would generate millions of jobs”. They also posed to the central trade unions that “Altogether we have to demand that Lula’s government declares a provisional (interim) measure”, to forbid any layoffs. In order to make a show of fighting against dismissals, they organised a public meeting on March 31st in Paulista Av. in Sao Pablo, gathering all the wings of the bureaucracy: CUT, Fuerza Sindical, UGT, CGTB, CTB, Intersindical and CONLUTAS. 

CONLUTAS also called Lula for aid to re-nationalise Embrear and Vale and to nationalize GM, a bourgeois policy in the Bolivarian style. Those nationalizations that PSTU propose are similar to those applied by Chavez in Venezuela, who rushed to “nationalize” several companies like SIDOR, Tabsa, Matesi and Comsigua -which all belong to the Techint Group- paying billions of dollars in compensation, and then he presented these “nationalizations” as an advance towards socialism; all this meant was a brutal transference of working class resources into the pockets of the capitalists. 

But the stark difference between the Conlutas approach and the raising the program of the IV International should leave any shadow of doubt: “We vindicate the expropriation of the companies that monopolize the war industry, the railway, and the most important sources of raw material and so on”.  The difference between these demands and the very old reformist slogan of “nationalization” consists of:

We reject any compensation to the capitalists;

We warn the masses against the idle chatter of the Popular Front, that while they propose the nationalization in words, they continue being the agent of big capital in practice.

We suggest to the masses that they only trust in their own revolutionary forces,

We link the expropriation problem to the worker and poor peasant power question
There is one solution -the only solution- for the workers of GM, Vale, Embracer and for all the workers under the boss’ attacks, layoffs, etc.: Expropriation without compensation, under workers control or direct workers administration of all the factories that close, suspend or dismiss as the first step towards the nationalization of the entire branch of production, in order to put the machines to work to produce for the needs of the working class and the poor people!

For this, we have to reclaim the tradition of the combats at the end of the ‘70s, set up factories committees, strike committees, the congresses of factories’ committees, etc. to unify and regroup the ranks of the workers to defeat the bureaucracy, to fight for the capitalists pay for their own crisis. Down with the union bureaucracy of all kinds! Down with the wage slavery-social pact of Lula, PT, CUT and the bosses! We call for huge campaigns of all the workers organizations to fight for breaking with the policy of the social pact of CUT, Fueza Sindical, Conlutas, Intersindical bureaucracies and with the subordination to the wage slavery bosses! We don’t have to recognize the agreements signed by the union bureaucracy against the workers! Down with the PAS!

The solution will not come with the fake “nationalizations” of GM that CONLUTAS/PSTU demands of Lula. Stop privatizing the gains and nationalizing the loss that the workers and exploited masses must pay! We want the expropriation of the profitable factories that have the most advancec technology! Expropriation without compensation under workers control of all the monopolies of the auto industry as Ford, VW, Fiat, and so on! No more dismissals! All the workers under contract to be made permanent! Sliding scale of wages and hours of work! Reduction of the hours of work to put all the available hands to work, without reduction in salaries, and a salary based on the basket of goods index-linked to workers’ inflation and this should be calculated by the workers organizations! Occupation and expropriation of all the companies that close or dismiss! No forced collective holidays nor forced early retirement (nor even the so-called voluntary retirement schemes)!  When there is no work, the bosses must pay! No schemes of ‘banking’ of working hours! Workers control of the companies via the factories’ committees independent of the union bureaucracy!

Against the capitalists who want to make us pay the crisis, while they keep making fortunes from our misery: Down with the commercial and bank secrets! For the opening of the finacial books and bank accounts of the bosses to prove that they made billions of dollars overnight from the financial roulette table and from the compensation given by Lula’s state; while at the same time, workers and poor people were made to pay for the crisis with closures, dismissals, suspensions, wage reduction and repression of their struggles!

For cheap credit for production in the nationalized companies which are under workers control: The 200 billion dollars of “reserves” in the Central Bank belong to the workers and poor peasants!
Expropriation without compensation of all the banks, starting with the City Bank, HSBC, Itaú, Santander, etc! For a single state bank under workers control, to give cheap credit to the landless peasants, the impoverished sectors of the middle class, workers, poor people and cancel their debts! To regroup the ranks of workers we raise a new program that attacks the exploiters’ property and unifies the demands of all the sectors of the working class and exploited masses! We must expropriate the expropriators!

For this combat to succeed we must to seal an alliance with the landless peasants: We must expropriate the landowners and “fazendeiros” through the nationalization of their land without compensation, putting such land to produce as collective farms under workers control and financed by the state! The land to the landless poor peasants! Cancel the debts to all small producers with less of 100 hectares who work their own land without exploiting workers! We must free our black brothers from the workshops and “fazendas” where they are enslaved! The organized black workers and Quilombolas movements must break their subordination to the state and put those organizations at the service of the fight against the bureaucracy, the government, the bosses, fazendeiros (landowners) and national monopolies, servants of imperialism! Down with slavery! Expropriation of the large landed estates, the only way to liberate the slaves from the “fazendas”! For self-defence committees –based on the workers and landless peasant organizations- against the repression of Lula´s and “fazendeiros´” fascistic white squads!

Renationalization without compensation and under workers control of Petrobras, Embraer, Vale and all privatized companies! For the nationalization without payment and under workers control, of all foreign trade! No payment of the foreign debt, to guarantee free health and education for all the workers and poor people! Expropriation without compensation of the private and church education! Progressive taxes for the rich!

For the workers not to pay the crisis, and for the capitalists to pay it, we have to seize power, we need the socialist revolution. Otherwise if capitalists remain in power, they will continue throwing the crisis on the backs of the exploited masses, causing new sufferings for the masses.

PSTU, PSOL, LER-QI, LBI and other renegades of Trotskyism –that claim to talk on behalf of socialism, saying  that the crisis must be paid by capitalists- are against this perspective with all their might. They are the ones who have to explain why “there are no conditions” for socialism, why they slander and attack us physically to prevent us from propelling the program of the socialist revolution among the workers and exploited masses and their organizations.

These currents that have renounced Trotskyism in practice, usurp its banners, they who call themselves anti-capitalists propel demonstrations to pressure parliament so that the representatives of the bourgeoisie vote a law to forbid dismissals; and also put pressure on Lula’s government so that it nationalizes GM, etc. I.e. they demand that the expropriators of the exploited masses expropriate themselves, it is like asking a cat to take care of the fish. That is a reactionary utopia. 

Facing the world economic crisis there are two alternatives: proletarian or capitalist. For the working class to live, imperialism must die, and for that we must seize power. Those who raise the program of the IV International- this is on the order of the day- affirm that we can neither stop the dismissals, nor conquer an increase in wages, nor put a factory into production unless we organize the general strike. To achieve this, it is imperative as the main revolutionary task of the healthy Trotskyists to call on the sectors of the honest vanguard of all the movements to fight for a national congress of rank and file delegates of CUT, Conlutas and peasants organizations to conquer the general strike and fight to stop the dismissals and for increase in wages for all. This is the path to unify the ranks of the workers which are currently divided because of the action of the treacherous bureaucracy and the united front at the top convened by Conlutas, Intersindical and other trade unions; this congress is where millions of non-unionized workers will be able to send their rank and file delegates.

Left reformist currents –who have become renegades of Trotskyism- still have influence in wide sectors of the masses through rank and file organizations like Conlutas and Intersindical, and therefore we cannot have a policy of abstentionism in confronting this united front at the top. That is why we need to get workers to break from this demoralizing policy. They say they have a plan to leave the crisis behind. They say that the way is to put pressure on parliament so it votes into law the reduction of the working week to 40 hours, without reducing the salaries; they also call on the trade unions to demand Lula’s government to sign a provisional measure – to decree- to forbid dismissals and also ask Lula for help so that he re-nationalises Embraer and Vale, nationalize GM -applying the Bolivarian way- following Chavez steps. This is not our plan.

However- as Trotsky said- reformists cannot even call for a serious fight for their own plan to impose it. It is necessary to tell the rank and file workers organizations (CUT, Conlutas, etc.) that are facing the crisis, the Trotskyists fight for the socialist revolution, propel the transitional program that we pose here and we recognize ourselves as a minority fraction of the working class. However we cannot merely say that the reformists have  great conditions to call for a serious fight for their own program, i.e. call on them to organize a Workers Congress with rank and file delegates to prepare and organize the general strike to impose “their” own plan. Because if they say that there are no condition to fight even for their own plan (the reformist one) what they really mean is that they don’t want to fight and have already abandoned the combat before starting it. The National Congress of rank and file delegates of all workers and landless peasants organizations to prepare the general strike is a key tool to fight against all the reformist currents and expose before the workers movement that these leaderships are incapable of getting the slightest demands, even those raised by the own reformist groups.

10. When Peruvian masses shed their blood in the Amazonia fighting against imperialist monopolies (Totalfina-Petrobras, Camargo Correa) and the main Brazilian wood companies, we must raise an urgent call to the Brazilian proletariat: Long live the oil field occupations and expropriation without compensation, under workers control of all the companies that belong to imperialism and the lackey Brazilian bourgeoisie that plunders Amazonas at both sides of the border!
Today in Peru -as yesterday in Bolivia- we see that they want to impose a siege on the revolutionary combative workers and peasant masses. We must fight against such a siege that the labour aristocracy and union bureaucracy, and all the treacherous leadership are preparing, organized in ELAC (by PSTU) and Conlutas against the working class of the continent. As they did in Bolivia, Conlutas/PSTU and ELAC together with Intersindical/PSOL, prevented the Brazilian workers from entering the combat with their class brothers of the Southern Cone. That is how they acted over the massacre by Alan Garcia, Petrobras and the rest of the imperialist oil and mine companies. They are the ones who refuse to fight for the military defeat of Brazilian, Argentinean, and other troops in Haiti; the same forces that together with the armed gangs of the fazendeiros to  repress the workers strikes and the landless workers as they also did  in the USP struggle. 

They are the left of “order and progress” while their bourgeoisie make good business and by all means they prevent the largest working class of the South Cone from fighting and unifying around one demand -across the borders- the combat against the attack of imperialism and the lackey bourgeoisies. This is the left of the WSF (World Social Forum), which covers the back of the Castrist bureaucracy while it restores capitalism in Cuba.

To confront the coup on Honduras, in all workers organizations, we must urgently raise the demand that Conlutas immediately call a new emergency meeting of ELAC (Latin American meeting of workers delegates), so that from the organizations that compose it: COB, Conlutas, C-CURA –UNT of Venezuela- with the Oakland dockworkers, they prepare and organize a continental combat against Obama and Honduran coupist bourgeoisie. The Million workers March must be set up again, the millions of Latin American immigrants must take out the streets inside the heartland of US imperialism! Together with the Latin American and Caribbean workers, with strikes, pickets, blockades coordinated from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego to defeat the attack against Honduran masses. That is the path to confront the traps proposed by the Bolivarians, of negotiations and reconciliation with the coup leaders.

11. The lesson for the working class is that in Brazil the proletariat cannot gain its class independence, not even a program to unify its ranks to force the capitalist to pay for their own crisis; because the headquarters of the world counterrevolution is in Brasil. These currents collaborated with the Bolivarian revolution to prevent the triumph of the Latin-American revolution and the awakening of US working class. That is why they have  been called upon to build the new anti-capitalist parties, exporting their proven counterrevolutionary experience throughout the world and now they have received their reward, since they have now been integrated into the social pact regime in Brazil. That is why today it is more necessary than ever to build the headquarters of the international socialist revolution.

The internationalist Trotskyists of the Fracción Trotskista – Vanguardia Proletaria of Brazil, members of the Fracción Leninista Trotskista Internacional -together with LOI-CI of Agentina, LTI of Peru, POI-CI of Chile, LTI of Bolivia, CWG of New Zealand, HRS of USA, WIVL of South Africa- fight to give the exploited masses of Brazil the leadership they deserve to fight and win; against the renegades of Trotskyism of PSTU-LIT and PSOL, LER-QI, LBI and others types of petty-bourgeois sects that have abandoned the program for the revolution and the struggle for socialism a long time ago. Today in the face of the crisis of the capitalism-imperialism, the renegades show their parasitism to the starving masses of the world. 
Therefore, it is resolved:

1. Based on these considerations, in the following days, to produce a statement on the political struggle against the treacherous leaderships and especially against the renegades of Trotskyism in Brazil 

2. To publish the FT balance sheet on the council elections on October 2008 in Brazil. 

3. To prepare a programmatic combative pamphlet against the LBI, based on what was written by FT-PV in its polemic against this group of renegade Trotskyists.

4. To edit a new issue of “Vanguardia Proletaria”, as well as a new issue of the IWO in Portuguese. 

5. As regards POM offensive –which we still have to deepen even more- Comrade Xs trip, at the beginning of this year, meant first the delimitation of POM as a “booby trap” current that together with the LCT prepared a monster of an international conference, of the 2 and a half type (reformist while posing as revolutionaries). Even though this offensive has “FAILED” in relation to the immediate recruiting of workers and honest youth cadres of the POM into our ranks, it allowed firstly, the political delimitation of the POM as a “booby trap” who tried to prevent the revolutionaries from achieving the regrouping that we are achieving at this Congress. This political struggle also allowed us to break the centrist bloc and to attract valued cadres such as Y towards the internationalist ranks and of course it left us with great possibilities to recruit the best honest and combative students, such as Z of USP, who now has fraternal political relations with the FLTI. 

6. FT stated that in relation to the WSF, our characterization is that it is an organism to pressure the NGOs, reformists and union bureaucrats into an alliance with imperialism.  It is an instrument of negotiation of the NGOs with imperialism.  In this way, WSF has the role to control and divert the manifestations of discontent and resistance of the exploited and oppressed masses, especially in the colonial and semi-colonial countries. In the last WSF meeting convened in Belen, the meat to be sold by the NGO’s to imperialism was the natives’ and the environment question. NGOs and the reformists still support the popular front and nationalist government; for that reason they played host to personalities such as Morales, Chavez, Lula, Correa, Fernando Lugo. 

7. FT stated that on the balance sheet of the Fourth International, as it was destroyed by Pabloism in the ‘50s, it is necessary to rebuild it.  As we agree that the Fourth was founded by Trotsky based on the Transitional Program, therefore; there is no reason to re-found it and even less to found a Fifth International since in this historical moment, this would mean to divert from these foundations. 

8. Liaison Committee:

As regards the tasks that emerged from the growth and strengthening of the FLTI section in Brazil, and in relation to MT’s letter that we consider an essential political balance sheet that makes a programmatic delimitation from the political groups where the comrade had been a militant or had some form of relationship with:
· We agree with the resolutions on Brazil and comrade MT’s balance sheet and we propose to publish them in Vanguardia Proletaria and in the IWO in the three languages, of course taking out the organizational questions of the FLTI.
·  We are acutely conscious that what unites us is the internationalist program, proven everyday in the class struggle taking concrete positions in the face of events.
·  In this way, we agree to be part of a Liaison committee so we can work together in Brazil, the FT VP–FLTI and comrade MT, for the next 6 months until the next FLTI Congress.

By Brazilian Commission; Marq, MT, WT
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