STOP IMPERIALIST-BACKED ISRAELI FASCISM!

The Workers International Vanguard League condemns in the strongest possible terms the massacre by the fascistic Israeli regime of over 300 Palestinians in the Gaza strip today. From sources in Gaza, over 800 people have also been injured in simultaneous terror attacks on largely unarmed civilians. Gaza is the biggest open-air prison in the world, a concentration camp. Capitalism in crisis has long used horrific methods to destroy its opposition, yesterday it was the holocaust; today the children are bombed as they are leaving school; the families paying their respects at funerals are bombed to smithereens. The US, UK and EU regimes make no call for the ending of the bombing. Not a finger is lifted to actually restrain or reign in the Israeli fascists. Such is the horror of modern capitalism. War is good for business. The biggest industry in the world is the arms industry and that means, for ongoing profits, war is needed, artificially created if needs be; The 5 biggest arms manufacturers in the world (Boeing, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon, General Dynamics) all have cross ownership by the major banks, including those who have suffered losses over the past period, such as Lehman Bros, Citigroup, AIG, JP Morgan Chase and Barclays. The US government supplies over $2 bn of weapons annually to prop up Israel. Attacks by the Israeli regime are thus indirectly linked to profits of the major imperialist banks. Obama actively courted the Zionist lobby in his election campaign and the boldness of the attacks on Palestinians is a direct result of such a policy. Obama has said that American boots should be put on the ground in ‘asymmetrical’ warfare. Clearly he was not talking about the Israeli regime who use American F16’s against virtually unarmed Palestinians.
The question may well be asked if the latest offensive of the Israeli regime is also to strengthen the hand of the imperialist puppet Abbas to stage a coup against the Hamas leadership? This question is subsidiary as imperialism needs permanent war in the Middle East; this was one of the main reasons why the state of Israel was created in the first place- to divide the working class in the Middle East so the imperialist rule would continue unchallenged. We call on the working class in the Middle East, both Jew and Arab to unite against the fascist Israeli regime. We call on the workers of the world to unite against their own capitalist regimes and imperialism in general, as part of the struggle to end the fascistic terror of modern capitalism. The nationalisation of the banks shows that the capitalist class is historically obsolete. Now more than ever we need to build revolutionary working class parties around the globe to ensure a successful struggle against world capitalism-imperialism.

In South Africa we reject the hypocritical statement of the government which supposedly condemns the attacks by the Israeli regime. Even though they are trying to hide some of the support given by the SA government to Israel, it is clear that the SA regime supports the actions of the Israeli state to the hilt: SA still exports annually over R230 million of helicopter and jet parts to Israel. Israel is the top trading partner of SA in the Middle East (so far as exports are concerned). The Israeli state has regularly cut power supplies to the Gaza but South Africa (through Anglo American) supplies most of the coal that Israel uses for their power stations (R1,3Bn); R2,5 Bn of diamonds are sent to Israel and much of this is imported again after cutting and polishing (again courtesy of Anglo American). In fact, despite the increased attacks on Palestinians this year, exports to Israel have increased by 25% over this period. Mossad, the Israeli intelligence agency operates an office at OR Tambo airport in Johannesburg. The SA government is still exporting detonators to Israel. Unsurprising is that the major shareholder in Anglo American is none other than JP Morgan Chase (of ill-repute being co-responsible for ordering the coup against the Allende government in Chile in 1973). We call on the working class in South Africa to launch protest actions against the SA government for the complicity in the ongoing massacres of Palestinians.
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