WIVL condemns the arrest of 20 clothing workers 

16 Sept 2009

WIVL  condemns the arrest  of the 20 clothing workers in Ladismith in the current strike for alleged public violence. This is becoming a regular feature of all strikes where the police crack down on workers in order to assist the capitalist to attempt to break the spirit of the workers. 

We call for the formation of workers self defence committees to protect strikers and protestors from the violence of the police. 

We also condemn the lockout of the strikers (effective from 22h00 yesterday). In the context of the wage negotiations having started with an offer of 0%, shows that the industry (clothing and retail) has planned this attack on the workers, long ago. These attacks are consistent with the attack by monopoly capital, the imperialists, the world over to put the their crisis on to the backs of the world working class. 

This re-affirms the necessity for our call for a general strike in defence of working class interests.
