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WORKERS INTERNATIONAL VANGUARD LEAGUE

1ST Floor , Community House, 41 Salt River rd, Salt River, 7925, 

ph: 021 4476777   ph 0822020617          e-mail: wivl@sn.apc.org
25 October 2008

To the CEO

Shoprite/Pick ‘n Pay/

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Ultimatum to reduce food prices by 50%

It is with shock and anger that we realise that your company has been part responsible for raising the price of food over the past 2 years and more, for the sake of profiteering. This has directly added to the growing starvation of the masses. In this period the rise in food prices has been linked to speculation and has no basis of real increase in input costs. There is a massive surplus of food world wide; subsidies in the US and the EU have been used to pay farmers not to produce and thus creating an artificial scarcity. Monopolies now control the bulk of the arable land in the world which creates the basis for speculation and super-profiteering from food. Trillions of dollars worldwide are being used to bail out the imperialist banks but there is no plan to feed the hungry. Your company has directly and indirectly benefited from speculation on food prices; we know that each of your companies is linked to international banks such as SSB, State Street, Bank of New York, JP Morgan Chase, Deutsche bank, Barclays, etc.

· Food prices were too high even before speculation massively exploded on the world

· Companies like Tiger Brands have artificially raised food prices since 1994 and possibly even before this. Yet these artificial hikes have not been reversed

· Your company acted as a conveyor belt of high prices and even raised prices further

· The price of wheat has fallen by 40% since the beginning of the year, yet the price of bread has gone up over the period

· The world food commodity prices such as maize and milk have fallen since the beginning of the year, yet the consumer prices have not fallen

· The smaller traders are being squeezed out of existence due to the massive discounts given to bulk buyers. These bulk discounts do not translate into lower prices to the scale needed by the working class

· The constitutional right to food and water is being made subject to your profiteering

· In effect the international banks are being propped up by profits made by high food prices, irrespective of plunging hundreds of millions more people into starvation. 

In the light of the above we demand:

1. An immediate cut in basic food prices by 50%

2. And end to casualization; more workers to be employed; workers right to be unionised should be respected

3. Free food for the unemployed, pensioners and low-wage workers

Should these demands not be met by the 31st October 2008 we will embark on a national and international mass action campaign, including, marches, pickets, protests, consumer boycotts, direct action campaigns, starting in November and ending when the above have been achieved.

If the banks could be nationalised to save them, why should the food sector not be expropriated and placed under workers control to save the hungry masses. The right to food and water should not be subject to profiteering.

Yours sincerely

Sakhele Kula

Co-ordinator

WIVL Eastern Cape

Ph 0730462682

Thabo Modisane

National Co-ordinator

WIVL

Ph 0781297797

Shaheed Mahomed

National Secretary

WIVL

Ph 0822020617

Fax 0880214476777

