A so-called unilateral ceasefire has been reportedly been declared by Israel. Is this a ceasefire or an impasse? They have tried several times to breach Gaza city; there has been growing resistance internationally in the working class; in order for the Israeli army to enter Gaza city and deliver a supposed 'final blow' would require massacre of an unheard of scale yet, possibly rivalling the Rwanda genocide of 1994. The world's trade union leaderships, who have thus far been sitting on their hands, would be compelled to act or their members would en masse rise up; either way big capital would be severely impacted and the trade union leadership who currently control the masses would have their leadership threatened; an unprecedented revolutionary period would then be opened worldwide. In essence the resistance of the world working class so far has kept the Israeli state and imperialism temporarily from proceeding. Imperialism is manoevring to regain the momentum for further offensive. Is it a time for halting protests, definitely not. We attach below an open letter to the organized working class in Cosatu, other local unions and indeed the organised working class of the world:

 

Open letter to the organised working class in the world:
WE ARE ALL GAZA
 
It is now 3 weeks and counting since the murderous assaults by the Israeli state intensified against the Palestinians in Gaza. It was calculated to start at a time when the world's working class movements and organisations were demobilised and on holiday. The United Nations stood idly by while the Israeli state deliberately targeted civilians to punish them for having dared to elect a regime that is not directly under the control of monopoly capitalism. 
 
The Israeli state admitted that Hamas did not break the ceasefire and they had been planning this attack for at least 6 months. In June 2008, Raytheon, a US arms manufacturer (third biggest in the world) delivered $1,3 Billion of 'bunker buster' bombs and related military hardware to Israel. Raytheon brags on its website that its weapons are pinpoint accurate and designed for urban use. In other words this shipment was in preparation for the current attacks on the largely unarmed population in Gaza. 
 
Raytheon's weapons are not 'pinpoint' accurate. In the first few days of the US invasion of Iraq, 62 civilians were killed by a Raytheon misguided missile. In 2006 before the Israeli occupation of Lebanon ended a shipment of Raytheon bombs were rushed through to Israel for use on civilians. Raytheon has been found guilty on occasions of deliberately raising their prices when selling weapons to the US government. Without the orders from the US government, Raytheon could not exist or be profitable. The US government is well aware of the track record of Raytheon, yet it continues to use them. A Raytheon shipment of 1000 bunker buster bombs was due to be delivered at the end of January this year to Israel before it was blocked by the working class in Greece who revolted against the use of their territory as a shipping post for these weapons. 
 
Who owns Raytheon?
The major shareholders of Raytheon are the major imperialist banks: JP Morgan Chase, Citibank, Barclays, State Street. These are the same banks who had to be bailed out with the public's money so that they could be profitable again. These are the same banks who control the world's food production and thus are able to starve us through high prices. In South Africa for example, one of the major food monopolies, Tigerbrands, which has major shareholders from the same US banks, was found guilty of deliberately raising the price of bread. After being fined, they raised the price of bread so that the working class could pay the fine. Now that the wheat and oil price has dropped by well over 40%, they are refusing to reduce the price of bread.  JP Morgan Chase has a part shareholding in the South African Reserve Bank. JP Morgan Chase is one of the main shareholders of Anglo American. Anglo American, though Kivu Resources is supporting the war in the Eastern DRC. The war in the DRC flared up again at the same time the world demand for casserite and other minerals (used in laptops, sony playstations and cellphones) increased. The General Nkunda, who is leading the war has been observed overseeing the extraction of casserite. Kivu Resources exports from Rwanda more casserite than is actually mined there. Rwanda borders the eastern DRC where much of the casserite is mined. The extraction of casserite is done though forced child labour in the DRC. Over 300 000 people have died in the DRC as a result of the wars in the DRC since the late 1990's. Umicore, a company which has been listed by the UN as illegally trading in casserite, has on its board of directors, Jonathan Oppenheimer, son of the De Beers and Anglo chief, Nicky Oppenheimer.
 
In other words the same banks, who are evicting people, who are repossessing vehicles, who own the companies that are mass retrenching workers now, who are responsible for starving us though high food prices, are the ones who benefit directly from the genocide in Gaza. 
 
The response of the trade union leaderships
The imperialist banks together control every sector of the world economy. Despite this, all the trade union leaderships could come up with, are bold statements condemning the mass murder by the Israeli state of unarmed Palestinians. Only the Norwegian transport union embarked on a work stoppage against the genocide in Gaza, and this for only 2 minutes. 
 
In other words, despite knowing who is responsible for the genocide, they deliberately keep the working class off the streets. The uprising of the Greek masses to stop the arms shipment for Israel was not organised by any trade union but by the independent working class leadership of the current uprising in Greece. An important part of this leadership is Fourth Internationalist.
 
The trade union leaderships around the globe are busy negotiating and agreeing to the mass dismissal of hundreds of thousands, if not millions of workers, by the companies who are all controlled by the same imperialist banks. They have failed to act to defend the masses in the DRC, in the world who suffer greater starvation through high food prices, and now they have failed to defend the Palestinians in Gaza. 
 
The way forward
The first step is to set up WE ARE ALL GAZA committees in every workplace, irrespective of union affiliation and to demand a general strike against the genocide in Gaza. This could already be started by initiating daily workstoppages for 2 minutes as the Norwegian transport union has done. Every day an extra 2 minutes could be added. These committees should also be set up in all communities as well for demonstrations every day. 
 
Any boycott action that is considered should be directed at big capital. The problem with boycott is that it often reduces support to individual effort and promotes abstention from real collective action. The supposed success of the boycott of 'apartheid' is a myth. Capital only changed the form of ownership in South Africa when, through the uprising of the masses here, they felt so threatened that they may lose everything. They created local fronts for them to continue operating and opened up negotiations with the ANC to become their new local managers. Big capital has made such obscene profits since 1994 in South Africa, they must be regretting not having negotiated sooner. 
 
The central demand should be the total end of attacks on Gaza, the immediate withdrawal of all Israeli troops and for the lifting of the blockade on Gaza. Zionism should be declared a crime against humanity and a war crimes tribunal should be immediate be set up to try the Olmert regime. Workers should institute sanctions against Israel in every possible way to block any export to and any import from there. The bailing out of the banks by public funds should be reversed and the call made for the banks to be expropriated under working class control. If the trade union leaderships delay of refuse to take strike action against the genocide, they should be replaced with a working class leadership that is willing to act to defend working class interests, in a real way. 
 

WE ARE ALL GAZA
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