Open letter to the working class in Argentina on the mass dismissal at Kraft-Terrabusi 

8.10.09
When President Zelaya of Honduras was taken in his pyjamas in June this year by the military, he was first flown to the US military base there before being dumped across the border. In other words, the Obama regime, that poses as a friend of the worker, was fully involved in the coup against a democratically elected leader. Zelaya is no friend of the masses, brutally supressing strikes and living conditions of the Honduran working class. He was the agent of ensuring that the US imperialist United Fruit company gained maximum super-profits. He made some few concessions to workers, posing as a Bolivarian 'socialist'. Yet, the US imperialist overthrew even their own local agent. Why?

* The coup in Honduras shows the deep crisis of world imperialism in their chase for more profits-

* It shows that the imperialists are establishing centres of counter-revolution from which to launch further attacks on the working class. 

* there are 2 processes taking place at the same time: the workers are moving to the left, while the trade union leaders, the middle class and the capitalists are moving to the right; the pro-boss trade union leaders become under these conditions, the vanguard of imperialism, of the monopolies, of the banks;

* the coup in Honduras opened the way for the mass dismissal of the Terrabusi workers and is opening the way for several more mass dismissals; it is opening the way for turning all workplaces into slave labour camps under police guard. 

* the coup in Honduras has opened the way for the military to shoot down the protestors in Guinea who live without water and electricity on the doorstep of the US imperialist controlled Aluminium mines in Kamsar (Guinea- where 1/3 of the world supply is located); it has opened the way for the shooting of protestors and strikers in South Africa, where the bank of New York owns the gold mines. 

* the mass dismissal of the Terrabusi workers is opening the way for mass dismissals in many countries around the globe; it is threatening to re-open a period of the 'disappeared'- let us unite to defend the heroic workers at Terrabusi; let us learn from all struggles of the working class.

* the working class in the imperialist centres are at long last, starting to rise again- this is one of the reasons why the imperialists are intensifying their attacks in the colonies and semi-colonies, as indeed is shown in Argentina as well;

* there is a long history in South Africa of attempts of workers to occupy factories- each time the main obstacle is the trade union leadership and the 'left' within the workers' movement who refuse to take the struggle of the workers to the end;

At the Volkswagen factory in SA, workers occupied the factory for 2 weeks: the company had taken away the tea breaks and other rights, without consulting the workers; the trade union leaders came to divide the workers; calling on them to have faith in the courts; The union even used the courts to interdict their shopstewards who had been elected by workers; the trade union leaders had a secret meeting with the Communist Party, the government and the VW bosses where they decided that all the militant workers must be dismissed;  the trade union leaders signed an agreement with the VW company without any worker present, agreeing that all workers outside, be dismissed; the workers were promised that if they drove the Trotskyists out of the area, they would get their jobs back;  the workers drove us out of the area; Workers took their case to the highest court in the land and even to the International Labour Organization (ILO)- it is almost ten years later, of the the 1346 who were dismissed, most are still unemployed, hundreds have died of hunger, they lost at all levels. When the trade union leaders say use the courts, they say to you, do not depend on your own strength, depend on the bosses' courts. There is no capitalist court anywhere in the world where workers can get justice. The sooner we realise this the better. The trade union leaders promise the world to get workers out of the factory and then go back on their word; the secretary of Cosatu, Vavi, promised to negotiate with the VW company on the day before the ultimatum to return, was due; he promised to come back- ten years later, workers are still waiting for him to come back- such is the treacherous behaviour of union leaders. 

Workers: we are fighting the capitalists, the trade union leaders, the government that acts for the capitalists, the courts, the police, the very capitalist system. 

We are the workers, vanguard fighters from South Africa, Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Brasil, New Zealand, United States, and yes, from the LOI-CI from Argentina- all united in the International Leninist Trotskyist Fraction- we will march side by side with you to the end of this fight against imperialism-capitalism.

Down with the mass dismissal of Terrabusi workers and worker leaders! 

Down with obligatory arbitration!

Down with police guard over production!

Down with US imperialism and their agents in the government and in the trade union. 

Forward to a general strike, uniting unemployed, workers, and soldiers- we need an emergency workers plan: expropriate the food monopolies, the banks, the transport, construction, energy, mines, health and other sectors, without compensation and place them under workers' control! Share all the work among all who can work- reduce the working week, without loss of pay! Workers of the world unite! we have nothing to lose but our chains!
