Open letter from the ISO-Zimbabwe to the International Socialist Tendency and the world working class

lunes, 2 de noviembre de 2009, 11:53 am

An Open Letter to the International Socialist Tendency and other progressive working class Revolutionary Movements across the World
 

Revolutionary Greetings Comrades

 

As you might be aware the International Socialist Organisation of Zimbabwe held its elective Annual Members’ Conference (NMC) on the 2nd of November 2008. Our South Africa and Botswana comrades were the retaining officers. The election ushers in a new leadership, which was purely proletariat. However within days, less than a week, some aggrieved elements opposed to the active participation of the organisation in worker’s struggle, those who want the organisation continuing with its long failed, inconsistency with revolutionary approach, sectarian mentality, disposed from leading roles mount a counter-revolutionary tactic to reverse the democratic expression of the members’ Conference. 

 

The newly elected National Coordinator was very clear in his open address to the NMC moments after elected. He proposes for radical paradgm shift. His was clear and loud that the organisation as an organisation fighting for the total liberation of the labouring masses will continue fighting, side by side with those progressive movements still seriously want to fight with the frame work of worker’s agenda, until workers assume power. He pointed out that the organisation must come out of its self-created safe houses and get into the streets fighting side by side with poor people who are dying enmass due poverty and curable diseases. 

 

Our working rules entitle the National Coordinator to be full time in charge of the day to day coordination of revolutionary activity from the national office. But this never to be as the old technocrats refused the newly elected coordinator access to the office. Gwisai went on to personalise the password to organisation’s email address. Gwisai was found guilty and was expelled from the organisation. The case of misconduct of Gwisai was democratically done and in accordance with our constitution. In that same constitution there is a provision of appeal. After several unsuccessful attempts to resolve the impasse the memberships took it upon them and force their entry into their offices (ISOZ offices) and took their assets, which they put in the custody of the national coordinator for safekeeping. According to the working rules the national coordinator and treasurer are the custodian of organisation assets. Besides being the duly elected leadership of the organsiation we never got tempted to seek help from the state machinery, although the laws of Zimbabwe were and are still in this instant case virtually on our favour. We choose to remain faithful to the fundamental principle that we must not respect capitalist courts and only respect proletarian justice. 

 

Despite his expulsion Gwisai convened a faction meeting of members of ISOZ to provide a cover for him to be elected to be the Chair of the Zimbabwe chapter of the World Social Forum. From here Gwisai is now the deputy chair of the land commission of the imperialist-backed bourgeois process to rewrite the Constitution. 

 

In response to working class power and probably after he was convinced that the membership of the organisation was totally against him, he resorted to the use of state machinery – police (the central intelligence department). His actions are consistent with his participation in bourgeois structures. He fabricated a story that the newly elected members of the organisation had forcibly entered into the premises of his private law firm (Zimbabwe Labour Centre), stole assets and huge amounts of money. Thus a docket for unlawful entry and theft case No. 137/12/2009 was opened against Adonia Mutero(National Cordinator), Fortune Rera (Treasurer) and Lovemore Manjonjo (Youth Cordinator). The leadership spent four days in prison under difficult conditions. 

 

Several consultative meetings were held in trying to come up with the best way consistent with our practices in dealing with the case. The resolution were not easy to arrive as there were those amongst our membership who misunderstood the principled way of resolving conflicts in a revolutionary organisation like ours. However several months of debates and consultation with other comrades within and without the IST we have finally arrived at the following conclusions that we strongly felt are consistent with our principles.

 

We have therefore resolved;

a)      That the court case is a case between the Revolutionary Working Class Organisation (ISOZ) vs the Oppressive State of Zimbabwe, with Gwisai who has for years been posing as one of us,  leading the state evidence

b)      That the actions of Mr Gwisai and clique are meant to liquidate the revolutionary voices in Zimbabwe and the entire region

c)      That we are not in favour of bourgeois  courts to resolve the dispute

d)      That even in the worst scenario that the case proceeded to be tried in the bourgeois court, the accused comrades will not led any evidence against Gwisai.

e)      That we will not lay any criminal charges against Gwisai in the bourgeois courts

f)      That an Assembly of ISOZ members is best positioned to deal with the matter.

g)      That even if Gwisai succeeds in his endeavor to incarcerate the leading members of ISOZ, the Assembly of the working class members shall proceed to determine the issue

h)      That we will agree to anything that will see the assets of the organization removed from the hands of the state. Thus we have no problem by surrendering the assets to Gwisai.

i)       That we will inform our fraternal working class and revolutionary organisations locally, regionally and internationally who were supporting us of this decision and sought their continued support. 

j)       That we are calling the International Socialist Tendency in particular and the world working class in general to condemn the actions of Gwisai. What disturbs us is that the International Socialist tendency keeps quiet although they are fully aware of the use of the bourgeois courts against us. 

k)      The National Co-ordinating Committee together with the 3 comrades who are at the mercy of the bourgeois courts, and the members of ISOZ who do not  believe in bourgeois justice, have the full right to convene an International Moral Tribune to judge the actions of Gwisai and whomsoever in the International Socialist Tendency supports him. 

 

 

Workers of the world united will never be defeated. We therefore count on your support.

 

Comradely

 

International Socialist Organisation of Zimbabwe National Coordinating Committee

31 / 10 / 09

Meanwhile the court case that was scheduled for Friday 30th October 2009 was postponed to a date yet to be announced.

sociallabour@gmail.com 
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This campaign is endorsed and supported by 


-- 
The African Secretariat 

and International Co-ordination Secretariat

International Leninist Trotskyist Fraction
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affiliated to the International Leninist Trotskyist Fraction integrated by 

Liga Trotskista Internacionalista , (LTI) de Bolivia

Fraccion Trotskista , (FT) de Brasil

Partido Obrero Internactionaista- CI (POI-CI) , de Chile

Communist Workers Group (CWG) New Zealand

Liga Obrera Internacionalista- CI (LOI-CI) Argentina

Liga Trotskista Internacionalista- (LTI)Peru

Humanist Workers for Revolutionary Socialism (HWRS) USA

Workers International Vanguard League (WIVL) South Africa
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