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The capitalists have long used ‘divide and rule’ tactics against the working class. If they have workers fighting one another then they lose sight of the main struggle against the enemy, the capitalist class. The groundwork for the Nakba (the mass expulsion of over 750 000 Palestinians from their homes in 1948), was laid over a period of many years before this. The British imperialists deliberately instigated attacks between Jewish villages and Muslim and Christian Palestinians. The media spread rumours of supposed imminent attacks on Jews by Muslims and vice versa. The result of such divisions is that monopoly capital dominate and exploit both Jewish and Arab workers (with the one section having significant privileges, but exploited nonetheless). 
The giant companies and banks, and the imperialist states that represent them, have similarly promoted divisions between Tutsis and Hutus in Rwanda so that they can exploit them both; in Iraq, artificial divisions have been created between Sunni and Shia. Similar divisions have been created and instigated by imperialism, the world over, as a tool of control. In South Africa, big capital has financially backed the fighting of the IFP against the UDF during the period of the uprising that started in the mid-1980’s. The aim was to weaken the resistance so that imperialism would continue to control- indeed this meant still exploiting the working class, including those who were from IFP or UDF. The post-1994 Constitution not only guarantees property rights to who monopolies who were in control, but also entrenched tribalism (through provisions through tribal councils, etc). The country was even divided up along the lines similar to the previous Bantustans, now called provinces. The TRC (Truth and Reconciliation Commission) took no steps against big capital for their role in the violence against the masses. The thousands of apartheid-era operatives, who were involved in promoting xenophobic/tribal violence either received large packages (many are now mercenaries in Iraq), or are still part of the new security apparatus. They have been on standby for big capital, when the need arises. 
World capitalism is in deep crisis; this has driven them to implement measures that carry risks for them, such as massively raising food prices. They do this because of the weakness of the working class opposition in the world.  The big companies have seized the major part of the world food resources. They have over the past 2 years, launched a speculative drive to increase their profits from food. They know that their policies will mean more starvation and that many more will die from hunger. But they also know that there will be greater working class resistance, even possible revolutionary uprisings. At the very time that they are accelerating higher prices of energy, food, of public services, the big capitalists have various ways to divert people’s attention from the enemy. One of the mechanisms that has reared its ugly head in South Africa is to fan the flames of xenophobic violence. The capitalist media has launched a campaign of directly and indirectly promoting xenophobic violence (through photographs of smiling policemen while people are killed, to ‘analyses’ that invent tribal or ethnic tensions where none exist). Several of the early reports show that initial attacks started from meetings of the IFP. But there are also reports of community meetings where the local, small middle class, some of them ANC, (local shopkeepers, etc) have opportunistically agitated for action against their local petty competitor (such as Somali traders). Is it coincidental that the xenophobic attacks have occurred just before the Eskom price hikes are made public, and that the masses are gearing up to fight high prices (Cosatu leaders had threatened a general strike but has since gone silent)? 
The state’s ill-treatment of refugees, as well as the mass drive against ‘illegal immigrants’, spearheaded by SACP leader Nqakula, in his capacity of the Minister of the Police, have contributed over time to a climate conducive for xenophobia to thrive. 

Big capital promotes the use of ‘illegal immigrants’ as they can pay much less than the going rate (won by workers over long struggles). At the same time the capitalists and their parties stoke up the local working class against fellow worker immigrants. The capitalists win both ways: lower wages to workers and diversion of worker resistance away from the capitalist to xenophobic/tribal/ethnic violence. The experience of the working class in Turkey, France, the USA etc shows exactly this trend.
We condemn the opportunism of Tshivangerai (the MDC leader from Zimbabwe), who openly called for the millions of Zimbabweans to go home to support him in the elections. Tshivangerai and the MDC have already given assurances to the IMF, World Bank and other imperialist representatives that ‘nothing will change’. In other words he will merely be the new manager for them in Zimbabwe (better than the current manager for imperialism, Mugabe). Tshivangerai’s statements openly promote xenophobia, as if by implication, all foreign nationals should go back to Mozambique, DRC, Nigeria, etc. If even one Zimbabwean leaves, it does not mean that a job is created here.  In any case, the same imperialists that exploit the working class in SA are the same who are exploiting the working class across Africa.
The Way Forward

Mozambicans, Zimbabweans, etc are all affected by the increased burden of higher energy and food prices. We call for the intensification of the struggle against high prices. We call for the further setting up of Action Committees against high prices, which include refugee organizations. We need an end to tokenism. Let us carry forward the fight for immediate price controls; for an immediate general increase of 30%+ in wages (more if there are further increases) and for shorter working hours so that all unemployed, irrespective of origin, have work. By uniting for our common demands, against the real enemy, the capitalist class and its state, we will be making a real step forward against xenophobia. Workers of the world unite! We have nothing to lose, but our chains! [24.05.08]
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WHO BENEFITS FROM XENOPHOBIA?
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