Inspired to starve you- Pick ‘n Pay

The price of food, in this epoch of imperialist monopoly, is in the first instance a contest of power between the working class and the capitalists; there is a direct link between the price of food, and the major shareholding of Pick 'n Pay by banks such as Barclays. In the context of world imperialist stagnation of the productive forces, the only path for increased profits is for the capitalists to attack the working class more. The bailing out of the imperialists banks with trillions of dollars is being paid for in higher prices, food among these, in the neo-colonial world. This is the real background to the massive 36% increase in profits by Pick 'n Pay.

As they have down throughout the world, the trade union leaders and the stalinist parties, directly and indirectly open the path for imperialism to shift their crisis onto the backs of the world working class; thus the Cosatu leaders sit in endless discussions in nedlac while the masses are starving; empty calls for legislation to curb profiteering hide the ongoing violence of enforced hunger of the working class on a daily basis. 

What is needed is to expropriate the food chain and place it under workers control. This will definitely not be done by the ANC or even the SACP. What we need is a general strike to place an emergency workers' plan on the agenda. 

If the ANC bulldozes schools to make way for the imperialist banks to profiteer from multi-billion rand stadiums, how can they be depended on for any democratic right- the deepening of democracy and a 'developmental' state is one of the major lies that the SACP peddles.

We support the efforts of the unemployed to feed themselves from eating off the shelves- the real crooks are the bosses of Pick 'n Pay, friends of the cosatu and sacp leaders.
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