The Democratic Alliance (DA) is a danger 

to the working class

Introduction

The capitalists constantly remind themselves of the ‘miracle’ of the 1994 transition that aborted the revolution and imposed bourgeois democracy on the working class. From the working class point of view the tragedy is the absence of a revolutionary working class party to represent the interests of the urban and rural working class. All parties in parliament serve the interests of the propertied classes. They differ only on how best to serve the interests of their capitalist masters. To maintain political equilibrium each parliamentary party claims that if they were put into political power they would effectively deal with the horrendous economic and social problems (crime, housing, unemployment, etc), affecting the vast majority of the working class. The world capitalist economy is in a deep and serious crisis. There are millions more unemployed, there are millions more in starvation. We expose, below, the myth of the DA’s plans to ‘assist’ the working class under these hard times.

The principles of the DA

One of their main principles is ‘the right of all people to private ownership and to participate freely in the market economy’. In other words, the DA says we should all aspire to become capitalists. But the current structure of the SA economy is such that 5 monopolies own and control most of the wealth, including the land, the banks, the mines, the factories, the bigger shops. These monopolies are Anglo American, Liberty Life, Old Mutual, Sanlam and Rembrandt. The DA opposes expropriation and nationalisation under workers’ control. Thus it is impossible for the over 40 million people in South Africa to become owners of the means of production, ie to have private ownership (of the places of work). There are a handful of junior BEE capitalists- they have no independent existence as they received their ‘start-up’ capital from the same 5 monopolies, who still pull the strings. A few hundred thousand occupy managerial positions and high positions in the state but the vast majority have only their labour power that they are forced to sell to the big 5 capitalist monopolies, in order to survive. Behind the ‘right of all to private ownership’ the DA hides their support for the monopoly capitalists. For the millions of the unemployed and low-waged workers the DA says that they are participating ‘freely in the market economy’. How can this be ‘free’ participation? If you do not have work then you die of starvation. In fact if too many people become self-sufficient, who would go and work for the monopoly capitalists? Thus the capitalist class, with the assistance of their state will always ensure that as many as possible of the masses are kept in desperation, keeping wages at a minimum, and always maintaining a huge enough pool of the unemployed. 

The DA’s Anti-crime plan

They have outlined 5 points for their ‘criminal justice plan’:1. Deploying 60 000 more police officers; 2. Five hundred more prosecutors; 3. Putting prisoners to work to earn their keep; 4. Using the latest technology to fight crime; and 5. establishing a directorate for victims of crime.

Nowhere in the DA plan is there a single attempt to deal with the root cause of the hunger, desperation and social decay, namely to deal with unemployment, high prices and low wages. Instead they are dealing with symptoms of social decay that is now spreading from working class areas to the middle class areas and to the industrial areas. At the same time the DA is preparing the repressive arms of the state to deal with a workers’ uprising, ie they are preparing to protect and serve their capitalist masters by crushing the political resistance of the masses. For the unemployed worker who steals some cheese from Woolworths or Pick ‘n Pay there will now be more police to deal with him and he will be more speedily tried and sent to jail. The state will increase their level of spying on the working class under the excuse of ‘crime-fighting’. Instead of pushing greater job creation the DA now calls for the re-introduction of slavery under the guise of prisoners working for free for monopoly capital- such is their dedication to help increase capitalist profits.  In general the level of protection of the capitalist class and their ‘assets’ will be increased. The increased number of police will not mean a greater crackdown on gangsterism. Those who have taken action against gangsters in the past have been arrested, while the gangsters continue to roam free. In fact the capitalist class needs the gangsters to continue to destabilise working class organization so that the opposition to capital is weakened. A directorate of victims of crime will not prevent crime against workers but merely offer counselling afterwards, ie trying to make workers come to terms with the fact that they have nothing and always will have nothing while the capitalist class will always control their lives. This is a sop to workers to try and make the plan seem ‘friendly’.

Millions are unemployed, homeless, earn low wages and live in overcrowded conditions. The DA plan will keep the working class in chains. The Democratic Alliance and the Independent Democrats are in control of the City of Cape Town Metropolitan municipality. Their track record is worse than the ANC. They have argued in the case of the people of Zilleraine Heights, for banning orders in the High Court, evicting people from the entire Metro region, except the dumping ground, Happy Valley. They have supported the banning of the leadership of the Anti-Eviction Campaign in Delft from organising and regulating themselves. (Two of the leaders of the Delft pavement dwellers, Jerome Daniels and Riedwaan Isaacs, were jailed because the courts wanted to teach the Anti-Eviction Campaign a lesson- they have been recently released on strict parole conditions banning them from any AEC activity).  The DA and ID have even gone to the extent of spending R600 000 to have the Red Ants on a 24-hour standby to demolish homes and evict people. 

While the DA and the ID claim to be against the corruption in the arms deal scandal, they, through the City of Cape Town, co-hosted an Arms Fair at the Ysterplaat Military base, recently, where the same arms companies that participated in the corrupt Arms deal, were also stall holders who were displaying their weapons for sale.

The way forward

The working class needs to strengthen existing progressive social movements and also set up their own committees to direct their struggles, uniting employed and unemployed workers. The working class needs to ensure control over the unions and social movements. The right of instant recall should be an important part of the working class movement. Working class independence from the capitalist class and the state must be strived for. We need to revive the fighting spirit of the 1980’s, this time to establish working class power, the only means to achieve workers’ democratic demands such as jobs, housing and health care. Forward with Socialist revolution! Bury the DA!

