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Despite Cosatu leaders issuing leaflets saying that no union should settle below 15% for wage increases this year, not a single union did this, nor was there any co-ordination of workers across sectors to achieve this. Many unions settled for 10-12%, with the metalworkers union making an extreme sacrifice, of 10% in exchange for their 3 year agreement being extended to 4 years.
Food, electricity and transport went up by more than 30%; just to keep pace with inflation, workers wages should have increased by a minimum of 30%. The settlements means that in real terms the working class is suffering greater starvation this year. Meanwhile the Governor of the Reserve Bank, one of the chief agents of imperialism in South Africa, Tito Mboweni, was awarded a 28% salary increase.  Not a word of protest was raised by the ANC-SACP=Cosatu alliance that is supposedly driving transformation. Mboweni is one of the main proponents that wages should be kept within the 3-6% band, saying that unionized workers are an elite, are selfish, etc etc. He was rewarded by imperialism for a job well done, namely promoting lower wages for the working class, and higher profits for the capitalist class. This anti-worker agent is set to retain his post under a Zuma-led regime.  In recent months, Zuma, Blade Nzimande and Vavi were touring the imperialist centres to re-assure imperialist bankers that ‘nothing will change’ under a Zuma-led regime. In other words, super-exploitation of the working class will continue. Blade and Vavi walked through the ‘Open doors’ of imperialism to reassure them that imperialist control will not be threatened.

While Cosatu leaders acknowledge that the fight for zero-rating more basic foodstuffs is only an aspect of the fight against high food prices, they have directed the fight towards economic policy ‘reform’.  Firstly, while zero-rating of food provides some relief, it turns the focus away from the capitalists who have artificially raised the price of food on a scale never before seen in history. It supports the notion that because food prices are high globally, therefore nothing can be done about this. Further, in the light of the ANC withdrawing the ‘expropriation bill’, it means that the commanding heights of the economy will remain in the hands of the major imperialist banks. The call for a state-owned food enterprise for maize, bread, milk, and some vegetables, is thus a non-starter- it cannot even get off the ground as the bulk of the arable land is in the hands of the imperialist monopolies. The Cosatu leaders call for engagement on monetary policy and agrarian reform as the main means for fighting high food prices, diverts the struggle away from the food monopolies and imperialist banks. How can a change in monetary policy force the monopolies to lower food prices? High food prices are a result of the bulk of the land and food processing being in the hands of international monopolies and banks. The crisis of the international banks is behind them forcing up food prices to make up for lost or reduced profits. Tiger Brands, for example, is mostly owned by giant US banks JP Morgan Chase, SSB, etc. Cosatu leaders were at pains to stress (see Cosatu statements of 1.08.08 and 4.08.08) that the 6th August general strike is about the high electricity price and not a ‘protest against food prices’. Meanwhile the working class starvation continues. The Cosatu leaders are diverting workers hopes to a Zuma presidency for lower food prices and other demands. This is false hope, given the reassurances already given to imperialism that ‘nothing will change’. 
The way forward
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COSATU AND SACP LEADERS BETRAY THE FIGHT AGAINST HIGH FOOD PRICES!





EXPROPRIATE THE FOOD SECTOR AND 


SHOPRITE, WOOLWORTHS, SPAR,PICK ‘N PAY !
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