Clothing workers strike at a critical stage

Workers International Vanguard League has received many reports from clothing strikers that they are very worried about a possible sellout of their strike by their leaders. Only 4 days into the strike, the union leaders recommended that the workers go back to work (half day); the workers mostly rejected this proposal as it strenghtened the hand of the bosses and enabled them to hold out longer. 

Workers are opening saying that the union leaders are part of the bosses in the strike due to the shares the union has in the Seardel group. Workers rejected the linking of bonus or any benefit to attendance as many of the workers are single, female head of households who have to take leave when children are sick. Profit levels in clothing are obscenely high- in excess of 500%. To link 8% to attendance if to offer a 5% or less increase in reality as any increase given would be taken away in another way. This is nothing but slavery conditions. We call for workers to implement a real plan of solidarity through secondary strikes in textile (to make sure it really happens) and to send delegations to retailers and the harbours to meet with workers and to call on them to embark on solidarity actions. We call for the formation of broader strike committees to strengthen the strike. 

The problems faced by the clothing workers are similar to workers in every other sector of the working class. Forward to an emergency workers' plan - expropriate and place under workers control the entire clothing and textile industry, all the banks, all the food sector, all the transport sector, all the construction sector.Forward to a general strike in defence of the lives of the working class. capitalism has failed the working class- let it perish!

Down with the government of reconciliation with the imperialists!

Forward to a workers government!
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