Anti-War Coalition statement on Nakba day

(15th May 2008)

Sixty years of dispossession of the Palestinians highlights the complicity of the United Nations in the division of the masses in the Middle East. The old method of world imperialism “Divide and rule” still holds true. After the second world imperialist war, every region of the world was divided up among areas of influence of the various imperialist robber bands. In most continents of the world, artificial lines were drawn in the sand, nations divided and capitalist states established, that would be economically and politically dependent on respective imperialists. West Africa was carved up into pieces, Europe was carved up, South Asia was similarly carved up. The Middle East was divided in a way that not only set up dependent states but an artificial state, Israel, was created to serve as the policeman for imperialism in the region. Despite a resolution for the right of Palestinian refugees to return, only countless conferences have ensued, but not a single one of the 750 000 people who were forcibly removed, were allowed to return. The only conclusion that can be drawn from this is that the real plan of the United Nations is for no-one to return and that the Palestinians should be decimated. The USA rose on the back of the decimation of the American Indians, Australia rose on the back of the decimation of the Aborigines, and so it seems that Israel is rising on the back of the genocide of the Palestinians. 

The South African government is playing the role of agent for the imperialist robber bands by sitting on the UN Security Council and at times chairing it. Parties are judged not by the uniforms they wear or what they say, but what they DO. The SA government allows most of the diamonds mined here to be sent to Israel for cutting and polishing, thereby aiding an artificial industry and economically propping up the Israeli state; they supply Israel with its coal for their power stations; they still export weapons to Israel; they allow the Israeli intelligence to operate an office at OR Tambo airport (many activists including the Vice President of the Cosatu affiliated SA Municipal Workers Union were strip-searched and interrogated for hours here). The SA government was quick to support sanctions against Iran, aiding the imperialists prepare for war against the Iranian people. In the 14 years of the new ‘democracy’ the SA government has not only continued links with Israel but has openly opposed calls for sanctions against Israel. 

Having mobilized support for the PSG meeting at Community House on the 14th May 2008, we are appalled that they have taken upon themselves to invite SA government minister Kasrils to speak at the meeting. This is in complete contradiction to any claim of real solidarity with the struggle of the Palestinians. Not only does Kasrils oversee Mossad operations of their offices in SA (allowing the harassment of activists) but he openly supports the division of historic Palestine into Bantustans. The Anti-War Coalition condemns the participation of any SA government minister at any Palestinian solidarity meeting/activity as hypocrisy. 

We commit ourselves to further and more intensive Palestinian Solidarity efforts. We demand an end to the blockade of Gaza; We condemn the efforts to suppress the film Jenin Jenin. This is a continuation of the mass expulsion of over 750 000 Palestinians was a supposed Land for a people without land  on a land without people, by also now claiming that the massacre in Jenin did not take place. Forward to the unconditional and immediate right of return of all Palestinian refugees and their families. Down with Bantustans, forward to a united Palestine where all religious groups live side by side as they did before the 1948 Nakba. 

For information on the meetings and activities of the Anti-War Coalition call: 
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